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The Practical Part 
„ ö 
Chriſtian Religion. 7 


F all the duties of a Chriſtian, I 
know none of higher concern, 
than the diligent enquiry into ö 


The Word of God. 


By which we muſt not only try our 
hearts, but alſo our ways; our en- 
couragement is great herein: For firſt, 
We have God's command for it. Next, 
A2 they - 


A Menual of the Praflical Ps 
they are our Records or great Charter 
for our being made free Denizens of 


the Heavenly Jersſalem. Thirdly, the 
Lord faith, They are they that teſtiſie 


4 


Ich. 5. 35. of him. And if the great and wiſe 


King, gave his heart te find out Wiſ- 

dom; how much more have we, that are 

ſo far beneath him, cauſe to complain 

of our inabilities to fihd out the great 

ſecrets of God's Word? and therefore 

it behovet us to ſearch out our intereſt 

2 Tim. 3. in them; ſeeing they are able to make * 
15. wiſe to ſalvation; without which all 
Wiſdom is but folly, and will turn to 

' vanity and ve vation of ſpirit. St, James 
Jam. 1:5; ſaith, am want wiſdom, let hins ach it of 
Cod, bo giveth liberally and upbraideth not: 
and when God ſhall behold our care- 
fulaeſs to ſearch our hearts according 

, totherule of his Word, he will anſwer 
| our endeavours,-and labours, ſaying, ' 
Jer. 395 I will be found of them that ſeek me. 
23,14. And, if they cal upon me in the time of 


0.91.15. trouble, I will hear them, and alſe deliver 


them. But is God only to be found in 
his Word? Hath he not ſet apart a 
place for his peculiar ſervices? Did not 
Pſat 26.8, David ſay, I have loved the habitation 


of thy howſe, and the place where thine © 
| honour 
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benowr. dwelleth > In the houſe where 


God's worſhip is rightly performed, 
bis holy Ordinances obſerved, his Word 
Truth, and Holineſs, there we are ſure 
to meet our deereft Lord; for that is 


the place of which he hath ſaid, Hi 2 Chron. ; 
ezes ſhall be open, and his ears attent to the 7.556 


Frayers made in that place; and, that he 
vill ſanftifie that houſe, that his name 
evight be there for ever, and that his heart 
ſhould be. there perpetaallyj. Yer God's 
Word muſt not be rudely handled, by 
every fantaſtick ſdirit; bur by ſuch as 
can divide the great myſteries chere- 
in, according to the excellencies con- 
tained in them. Without them we ſit 


in darkneſs and ſnhadow of death: but 


their Light, David ſaich, was a light to 
his paths, and à lanthorn to his feet, to 
guide his: ſteps into the way of ever- 
- laſting. peace. Therefore it is not the 
leſt pitiable thing to ſee how many, 
upon the conceit of their own illumi- 
nated gifts, preſs into Moſer chair, 
without premeditating what they are to 
utter, preſuming upon that Text of our 
Saviours, who in another ſenſe told his 


Diſciples ,' Take no thoaght before * 
1 A 3 


hae 


purely taught, in the ſpirit of Love, 


— 
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Mark 13. | 
11. 1 
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acceptable inthy-fght, O Lord, my ftrengtb, 
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what ye-ſhall ſpeab, neither do je premes 

disate; but whit ſoever ſhall be given. you 
in chat hour, that ſpeak, ye; for it is not 
Ye that (ſpeak, but the holy Ghoſt. Not 
conſidering that premeditation is as a 
coal from the Altar, which:continues 
a Hlame of .Devotion in the mouth of 


his Teachers: for want of which-there 


are many, who having excellent ꝑifte, yet 
when ſoar ing up on the wings of Faith 
and Prayer, are ſometimes ſuddenly ſur- 
priſed and at a: loſs what to ſay, and 
ſo caſt a damp upon the ſpirits of their 
hearers, and loſe much of that ſweet 
neſs whick ſhould: clofe up with Jeſus, 
the object of our faith, and ſubject of 
all our happineſs; not minding the 
words af the Preacher, Be not raſh with 
thy mouth, and Jet net thy heart be haſty 
to utter any thing before God. Nor that 
of the Prophet Jeremiah, O. Lord, 7 
know: the way of man i not in himſelf, 
nor 16: it in man to direũ his ſteps. Nor 
that text, Lord thou haſt heard the deſire 
of the humble, and wilt prepare their heart: 
Waich made the Prophet David ſo 


\earneltly pray, Let the” werde of my 


mputh, and: the: meditation of my heart be 


and 
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done for fear of 


and it in reality the can ſay Sith Peter, Joh. 21. 
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Aba -redeemer : hich, is the uber r 
obtained, if we ſearch: our hearts and _ 

ty our wayes,: — 1 large Kep. ot , 
turning to the Lord; for we mult alf i 
ery our: condition by the touchſtone of 9 
the Word, whether we may be ableto 
hold out in the day of] there 
fore to mi than dreedfnl ſentence, 
let us begin wirk our ſelres here by a 

ſober nne of ag our I 5 


8 EY 


ol (eaion to holy duties, what long- 
inge after Cbtiſt; a8 thirſting for him | 
more then Devid t Tlurt for the water Pfl. 4.1: 
broke for God will not be ſatisfied - 
with daing duties, but wich what affecti- 
on or, cheerfulneſs we do © and 
whether it be not an aſfliction to be hin- 
dred or deburr d fon] commupion with 
our aLord and Maſter, or if they be 
gments rather than 
ia ohedience ta Gods commands, which 
is ſearchchecoming every good ſoul; 


om 


Lord is 1 Pt thee, and * 15. 
ꝗa4 the 
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Cant. 5. 8. 


| Lam. 3. 


40, 41. 
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the Spouſe, 7 an fick of love. Happy ſoul- * 
who ere jt be, that thus longs for rhe / 
foustain of living waters! We find 
when the people of God under their ſad 
afflctions, in the days of Jeremiub; in 


cdnvicted, and not knowiag what to do, 
could ſay, Let as ſtarrh and try our ways, 
d'tarn to the Lord our God, forme have 
rebelled. We find in the holy Word of 
God the great advantages a true ſearch 
of heart hath. done. It made David 
diligent in conimuning with his God, 
and co ſearch ont his Spirit. It put him 
to the tryal whether he could conſi- 
dently ſay, The Led it 'my ſtrong roch, 
my fortreſs, my deliverer, in whow I truſt, 


knew God bebeld ghes-afar = 
off, for his ſeeret thoughts were open 
in his fight. ' And therefore in regard 
thai the greateſt ſecrecies of the ſoul 
of man, are not at all known to 
men; (for who knows thoſe things bur 

God, who is the ſearcher ofelicarcs'and. 


is thou 


tryer of the reins, and wich him the ſpi- 


rit of man that is in him) how neceſſary 
cis: ĩt by that Spirit to ſeareh the heart ? 
Ler Truth keep Court there, and ſhe 


muſt 


their dolorous condition; then being 


f Chriſtian Religion. © $77, 1 
maſt diſcover the cloſe lurking of Hy- 
poeriſie, chat ſeem fair to all the world, 
devout in Religious Exerciſes, conftane 
in outward performances, zealous in 
good works; yet conſcience muſt give 
in evidence, ind when thũ fair vizard 
is pulled off, it will find the weeds of 
Pride; the riſings of Ambition, the fwel- 
lings of Eney „the raging of Anger, 
the fury of Paſſion, putting forth their 
heads when but a little temptation of- 
fers it ſelf. Every day ef our lives 
we may not improperly ſay, tis high 
time te ſearch our hearts, and try 
our wayes; knowing how | uncertain = 
our time is, and how certain the time 4 
will be when we muſt give an ac- 
count of wharſoever - we have either 
ſpoke, done, or in the moſt private re- . 
ceſſes af our hearts we have thought, 7 
whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil. And therefore he that keeps the 
heart ſincere and clean, and pure, ſhallin 
Alive moſt happy  bere, and be able te ; 
give the beſt account when he comes ph. 1%. . 
to the great reckoning hereafter. The — * 
Statutes of the Lord, by which we ſhall 
be judged; are pare, and his commands 
- right; & theſe are ſaid bythe Pſalmiſt, to 
. | rejeyce 


A Manaal of the Fractisal Part 4 
»ejoyce the heart: but what heart muſt 
that be, but chat which hath a con- 


ſcience in its ſelf, of a watchful endea - 
vonr to keep its ſelf pure and ſincere. 
Ne that hacthiputicy of heart, Sh re- 
ceive a ble ſſing from the Lord; and righ- 
teouſneſs from t God of lis ſalvation. | 
The diſpoſition of the heart influences 
all: the actions of mart, and ſo much of \ 
purity and cleanefs, ſo much of 8c< 
ceptableneſs unto God. Cain and el 
both ſacriſioed, and poſſibly. Cain, as be- 
ing the elder brother, might bring to 
the Altar a larger offering than his 
Brother Abel; yer Cain was: rejected, 
' eel was accepted: for God did not 
look ſo much an the gifts, as the hearts 
of the givers: According to the fpring 
in 2 Watch, ſuch is the motinn. Ac- 
cording to the heart, ſuch. are all acti- 
ons that prbceeds from man: If the 
heart be pure, words will not be un- 
clean,, actions ,will>nor: beirnegular. 
St. Paul exhorting Timothy;tells him the 
way how to fulfil the commaudments 
of God, and that is, by  £ove-flowing ont 
MF pure heart, a good conſcience, and faith 
#nfeigned, 'Tis this {ſincerity that links 
together all roſe graces that makes the 
ſoul enjoy it ſelf. By this the conſcience 
is 


1 F iChriftian Religion. | 
is purged from dead works. Where 
there is this purity, our Wiſdom will be 
pure, our love without diſſimulation, 
and all the practiſes of Religion will 
ſavour of that ſweetneſs, and our whole 
conver ſarion accordingly influenced: 
and if thoſe things be, then we may 
hope to ſhare in thoſe bleſſings that are 
entailed on thoſe whom Chriſt bath 


pronounced bleſſed , even the pure in Mat. 5. 8. 


hear t, for they ſhall ſee God. How great a 
care then ought we to have, to make 
diligent ſearch into our Hearts, to find 
how rich we are in this kind of trea- 
ſure ; for the heart of man (as he is in 


* * 


a natural condition) 1 deceitful above all Jer. 13.9. 


thingt, and moſt apt to deceive it ſelf. 
When it is impatient, how much bie- 
terneſs does it add to troubles, and makes 
Gods arrows wound the deeper? but 
in the clean and ſincere heart, the fa- 
culties of the ſoul are ſo ſweetly tem- 
pered, that under any affliction, there is 
an humble ſubmiſſion to the diſpoſal of 
Divine Providence. If the ſun of pro- 


ſperity ſhines comfortably, then her 14 
bour js the more to walk in an humble 


fear of being puft up: being mindful 


of aFgwrs requeſt, deſiring only con- 
veniencies 


10 v. 30 0 


28. 


niſument, like to enfue through ex- 


N 3 9 9 7 
A 7 he Praflis — 
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veniencies to prevent the evil of a mur-. 
muring ſpirit. But the pure in heart 8 


new. 8,- graſps fait rhet promiſe, The all thine: 


all work, together. for their gud that 
love and fear God. A carnal heart is more 
troubled for fear of pain and of pu- 


travagant courſes, 1 actions, or 
miſdemeanors, than for offending God. 
But the ſincere heart ſtruggles more to 
ſuppreſs che power of ſin, and to ſubdue 
natural corruptions, and ſudden grow- 
ing iniquities; than to obtain the higheſt 
honenr, pleaſure, or profie that the 
world can afford: for ſhe ſinds it har- 
der to conquer her ſelf, than all the 
world beſide; and therefore ſhe enters 
into diſcourſe with conſcience concern- 


ing the charge ſhe hath to lay againſt ' 


her, for every dayes employment in 
the market of the world. She will not 
leave all to the laſt great account, but 
endeavours to make even what ſhe can; 
and what ſhe fails in, ſhe petitions her 
ſurety Chriſt Jeſus co diſcharge for ber, 


Pſat.t19; Praying with David, Be ſurety for thy 


132, 


ſervant, O Lerd: for ſhe's always afraid 
of being orepowred by the World, the. 
Devil, or the Fleſh, thoſe three great 

enemies, 


43 
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enemies, the leaſt having an innumera- 
ble Army to conteſt with, temptations 


end trials of all forts. And therefore 


every one ſhould watch, in the watch- 


tower of a diligent heart, and endea- 


vour to keep the eyes of his under- 
ſtanding open continually, to prevent 
their dangerous ſnares, leſt his ſoul be 


dran from its firſt Love, and givethe 


Divine goodneſs cauſe to pronounce 2 


bill of divorce againſt it. Prefs there- 


Are they David's thirſt for God, which pal. 42.1. g 
was more than the chaſed Hart after the 9 


— 


fore cloſe in the duties of holineſs af- 
ter God here, and thou ſhalt ſurely ſee 
him in glory hereafter. Search into the 
cabinet of thy ſoul (if it aims at ſinceri- 
ty and purity) what thy longings, hun- 
grings and thirſtings after Chriſt are. 


water-brooks: his eyes did prevent the 


call of the watch, that he might medi- 


tate on the word of God: and all the 
day long he centered his thoughts and 
ſtudies thereon: he ſought the Lord 
early, and good reaſon, for he found 


him his God, the God of his ſalvation. 


Now ſeeing that Sincerity, Trath,Upright- 
neſs, Cleanne(s, and Purity of heart, putts 
: * ; t — 


/, 


3 


3 Anu of the prachical Part, 


the ſoul into ſuch an e eltentesg 
as to make all our ſervices acceptable, 
our God well pleaſed with us, and fills 


vs with fo many ſweet ſatisfactions -? 


What diſorders and deformities happen 
to the ſoul by thoſe diſpoſit ions that are 
quite contrary? How careful then 
ſhould we be of giving harbour in che 
leaſt to | 


Hypoc ri ſie, 
Diffimulation, and Falſeneſs of ſpirit ? 
Ic hath been already inftanced, how de- 
ceitful the heart of man is; and no 
queſtion hut every ſincere ſoul doth not 
only reſolve, but flrugles hard againſt 
the inſinuations of that deſtructive tem- 
per, and by experience find that too 
too oſten endeavours fall very ſhort 
therein, through the remains of Ori- 
ginal ſin, and pride flowing thence, 
which lurks undiſcerned in the inner 
man: or elſe how comes it to paſs, 
that for a little diſreſpect from man, 
contempt or provocation (though per- 
haps the outward man may be bridled y) 
yet the heart grows big with paſſion, 
being 


F Chriffian Religion, .. 
being ſmothered, and in a while con- 
"| rafts worſe evils; as ſecrer heart-burn- 
= ing, Malice, and the like. Let our own 
BB hearts be both judges and witneſſes, 
and they muſt needs tell us, that we often 
make an outward calm, when the Sea is 
troubled within; proceeding from theſe 
litele ſwellings of eavy, at the advan- 
| cages of choſe we do diſtaſt, ſmiling ar 
iy evil report that is raiſed againſt 
them; _ we our ſelves 

believe that theſe reports are either un- 
true, or unjuſt: inſtance that ill · natured 

_ cheerfulneſs and pleaſure tit we take, 
either in beholding, or hearing of their 
misfortunes, Undoubtedly theſe kind of 
diſpoſitions have much of the poyſon 
of the old Serpent in them; but eſpe- 
cCially when we endeavour to hide them 
by pretenſions of friendſhip; and fo 
high oftentimes theſe pretenſions fly, 
that leſt we ſhould be miſtruſted, we Il 
venture at proteſtations. Can there be 
a more neceſſary duty, then to 

fearch out this venom? ſo as that by 

the antidote of Grace it may be ex- 
pelled, it being indeed too hard to be 
uered by nature: and the more 


care to he uſed, becauſe that nothing 


More 
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ing, putting fine colours upon the great - 
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more hinders communion with Chrift,. 
than ſuch Phariſaical 3 The 
Hypocrice is the Devils chief Engineer, 
and hath an · excellent faculty in paint- 


deformities, that he may hide Pride, 
Ambition, and Vain- glory in all out- 
ward circumſtahces; he caſts a veil 
over them, which looks in the variety 
of condeſcenfions and: complacenciet, 
very like Humilicy. Oppreſſion he co- 
vers with pretenſion to | exat an im- 
partial juſtice: Revenge, wich brave 
reſolution: Envy, Hatred, and Malice, 
with fair outſide appearances of Love 
any obliging Civilities: Covetouſneſs, 
with pretence of. provident care; and 
will often tell you, that they ave worſe 
than Infidels that ds not provide for their 


families : and would make you believe 


that be does admire the wiſdom of the 
Creator in that contemptible part of 
the Univerſe, even Soloavon's Piſmire,' 
He veils Wantonneſs, and laſcivious be- 
| haviour, with Complacence and harm 
leſs mirth. Volupruouſneſs in eating 
and drinking, with Gods permiſſion of 
us freely to enjoy his creatures, Anger, 
and Paſſion, wich zeal for good —_ | 
an 


and will excuſe his bold and prophane 
aſſeveration, by telling you that he 
'B ſpeaks what's in his heart. Lazineſs 
' and indiffergpcexin de Duties, wich 
z ſtrange confidettes of his Election, 
and therefore cannot fall. To the out- 
ward appearance none ſo pious, in pri- 
vate none more labours to ſerve their 
on ends as to gain or profit: nay, they 
can ſail with any wind, condemning 
that 88 foul in others, which both to 
Gad and Man is odiqus-in themſelves : 
never minding this great certainty, that 
perſons may be inſtruments in the buſi- 
neſs of Religion, for the good of o- 
thers, and yet themſelves be very little 
the better; as the Apoſtle well diſ- 
courſeth, that while he exhorted others, 
be might be himſelf 4 5a/#-<945, O ſee 1 Cor. g. 
then the neceffity of ſearching the 27. 
heart that naturally is ſo full of wind- 
ings and turnings, and deſtructive ap- 
pearances inſtead of realities; while 
that Sincerity, Truth, Uprightneſs, and 
Purity are neglected. But now which 
way ſhall we guard our ſelves againſt 
thoſe treacherous tempers and 4 iſp0- 
ſitions which have been but now men- 
tioned? Holy David in his divine pra- 
-— ices, 
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| 4 Manual of the Praflical Part 
ctices chalks us out a way; that is, by a 
ſerious and true ; 


Devotion, 


endeavours, and labours, ftruglings 
and watchings over our ſelves. For 
ſtrong reſolutions taken up by our 
ſelves, will be but to little purpoſe, 
without the ſweer operation of Gods 
over-powering grace upon the ſpirit. A 
chief method co the attaining of which, 
is by earneſt, ſerious and frequent Pe- 
titions to the Throne of Grace; in the 
holy breathings of David, who begg d 
of God (as for one of the greateſt 
bleſſings he could beftow upon him) to 
create in bim 4 clean heart, and renew a 


-" * right ſpirit in him. Devotion is, as it 


were, the ſoul of every holy duty;Prayer 
ſeems to challenge one of the greateſt 
ſhares in that: but yet we may deceive 
our ſelves even in that, if we. have not 
2 great care : for it is not every ſud- 
den flaſh that is ſufficient to make 
our ſervices acceptable unto God. In 
this of Devotion, (ſo neceſſary to the 
performance of what God requites 9 
. * 
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in a Mirket- place, and vo notice 


LP mw eee ʒ en ff 


us) the whole man is. concerned; th. 
ſoul by: ſweet retirements being poſſe 


with i fervent intentgeſs upon the re- 
ligious quty tis about; and the body 


evideneing in the decencies of geftures 
and poſtures ſutable to thoſe" act of 


Religion that the ſoul is imploygd a- 
bout. Tiue it is, the Soul may he devant 


bly betaken of it. The, Body may; ſeem 
to manifeſt great Reyerence.and Deyo- 


tion, and the Soul be yery. hizcle concern- 
ed therein; but herein is che beau 


of Holineſs, when that both Soul an 


Body either in pablick. .appearances 
before, and in private addreſſes to God, 


they joĩntly concur. I may poſſibly 

doing ſo much as appears to Man to 
have the reputation of a devour per- 
ſon; but I am not therefore to believe 


my ſelf fo, -becauſe others take me to 


be ſo; for what comfort will that be 


to me in the day of tryal, when the 
ſecret checks of my own guile will 


be laid open to my eternal ſhame and 
utter rvine? Many do think, that if 
they ceaſe to do that evil they were 


formerly addicted to, they are got fas 
enough in the way of Religion; nay, 
1 3 ICY 32 | ibly 
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AAM ef the Prafiical Part 
poſſibly they may have goge farther ; 
that is, not only ceafing to do evil, 
but to the doiag of ſuch things that in 
themſelves are zxcellently good, and 
then they pleaſe themſelves with ap- 
gh ov: a that all is well - but we 

now that leaving off ſin is not ſuffici- 
ent, for vain and ill - diſpoſed perſons 
often- times do fo, for fear of ſhame or 
puniſhment, or variety of inconveni- 
eneies, which their own, experience 
tells them that through ſin hath hap- 
pened · unto them. And as to the do- 
ing of that which in its ſelf is really 
good : The proud Phariſee could drop. 
Items with a great many that are in- 
deed ſincere; but now joyn theſe two 

l together, departing from evil and doing 

zood, with a ſetled reſolution of ſtri- 

ving againſt all appesrance of indevo- 
tion, or careleſs worſhipping of God; 
and that in Obedience to his will; 
even his will who ſees with what zeal 
we make our addreſſes to him - then 

Religion is in its liiftre, A ſtriving (I 

ſay) a watclifalneſs and a care in this 
bulineſs muſt be, becauſe that the beſt 

of our Devotions and Performances are 

full of imperfection, as every good 
E'N Chriſtian 
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Chriftiar! finds by a ſad} experiences I 
| that bath cauſe to ſays that when we Luke 17. i 
have dune all that we cun dio; we: are: un: 10. 
profitable ſervants : tliere fore our ſenrceh 


muſt be the more curious aftet the 
motions of our ſouls in ihe perform - 
ance. of . any holy duty chat God re- 
quires of un. I 8 inſtance in ma- 


we were under the afflicting hand of 
God, we can in a real Devotion hum- 
bly kiſs the Rod; not opening 

mouth in any diſcontented paſſion, bet 


wich a devout ſilence (with David) 
yield to Gods pleaſare, which muſt be 
the period to any farther enquiry; 
„For, God doth not afflict willingly, as 


Lam. 3. 33. and Hoſea 111.8, declares, 
It was David's way: of imploring God 


voted to thy fear : 119 true Devotion 
is always attended With an holy fear 
working out her 7270 
trembling; for commonly in affliction 


we are fuller of Devotion, than in pro- 
ſperity; which makes the world be- 
lieve, Devotion is nothing but a ſullen 


B 3 piſſion 


ecing; brevity, 'Þ |. 


4 | 


to make good his Promiſe, ſaying, Sta. pfal. 11 7 
bliſh thy Word" to thy Servant whou De- ;8. 


"with fear and Pu | 


22 A Mauna of the Praflical Part 
paſſion of Diſcontent. True Devotion 
i carries an: inward joy in being always 
-: converſant with God, being conſidem 
he | hich! an ear always: open. do hear 
ber Petitiom, and an eye beholding 
all: her afflictiont ; 4 hand held out to 
ſave her from ſinking in them; à Cor- 
dial ever ready to revive her in faint- 
Deut. 33. ings; holding her fuſt in his eiverlaffiog 
27 arms, into whirtr ſhe throws her''ſelf . 
5 tor refuge here und ſafety in the great. 
day of the-sppearing of che Lord 


1 


, 


We huve in this diſcourſe of De- 
votion noted, that the proud Phariſee 

was a great ſtranger to it, notwith- 
ſtanding all his prayings and brei 
and vitits of theè Temple; when as the 


e 
poor Publicem finding in bimſelf few, 
er none of thoſe things to brag of, 

duss the devout-perſon; from hence 

+ - eaſily may be inferred, that 


Huamility 


is a chief and moſt neceſſary ingredi- 
ent to Devotion; and therefore a word 
or two concerning that lowlineſs and 


f 


Y 


| 
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contriteneſs of ' ſpirit, which as much a: 
any other grace renders us and our D 
performances acceptable and well-ples- 

ling to God; ' Humility is a prin Prov. x5: 
cipal vertue that goth before Honour, 33+ 


even the greateſt, which.is to be admit- 


ted inte the number af Gods favourites, 

and therefore diligently to be ſoughe 

after. We read of Abab, a wicked 1 Kings 
King; that on his humiliation before . 19. 
God, he deferred the judgment from 
falling on his houſe in his days. Alſo Jonah 3. 
the King of Nineveh being humbled at 10. 
the hearing of the judgments pre- 
nounced: by the Prophee Py found 


- ſo much favour from God, as he re- 


verſed the judgment of deſtroying the : 
whole Land. By humility and fear F prov. 2 


- the Lord, are riches , hononr , and life; 4. 


the leaſt of theſe is a/ſtrong induee⸗ 

ment to make us: fearcly' our hearts; 

that we be not deceived herein, for, 

for want of being hambled under Gods 
vilitations, made the Lord to fay , he 

would ſet his face againſ® his people for Jer. 44. 10, 
evil. There is 2 great difference be- 11. 


tween being humble, and being hum- 


bled. Pharach refuſing to humble 
himſelf before the Lord when his ſore 
34 judgments 


24 A Manhal of the Practical Part 


Exod, 9. judgments lay on him, was humbled ſo 
28. far, as to delire Moſes to pray for him, 

to-entreat for him, and to bleſs him; 
which yet was but in HypocriGe, and 
not in à ſincere humiliation, which 
cauſeth the deſtruction of himſelf and 
1 Per. 5. 5. all his people. Oed reſiſteth the proud, 
but giveth grace to the humble: for they 

that humble. themſelves under the 

mighty hand of God, ſhalſin due time 

be exalted. How did our Saviour humble 

Phil. 2. 3. himſelf, when he became Obedient even 

to the death of the Croſs !. Humbleneſs 


| / Col. 3. 12. is one of the garments the Apoſtle ad- 


viſeth the Elect to put on, and is the 
peſture we. ſhould walk in with God. 
Mich. 5s. 8. Twas St. Pauli way of ſerving God, 
When our Saviour ſaw the pride of 
the Phariſees, in chooling the chief 
places at the meetings, he gave them 

Luke 18. this admonition, He that exalteth him- 
14. ſelf ſhall be abaſed; and the rather to 
make them ſhun it, he ſaitb, And they 

that humble themſelves ſhall be exalted. 

The Lord hath two habitations, the 
higheſt Heavens, and the humble heart. 

5 This made the bleſſed Virgin to ſay, 
Luke 1. M. ſorl doth magnific the Lord, and my 
46:47:45. ſpirit doth rejoyce in God my * 
| or 
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for he had riſpett unte the low ef ate of 
bis hand · maid, A truly hutnbled heart, 

will abaſe its ſelf under the ſenſe of 

its own vileneſs : and in conſideration 

of Gods infinite condeſcenſion to lay 

down his life for us, which was tbbe 

greateſt character of love, and lumi- 

lity that could be ſhown, for which 
we ſhonld labour highly to extol his 
praiſe, and that in word and deed, in 
truth and affection, with all the powers 
of the outward and inward man. There- 
fore there ought to be a diligent eye, 

do ſearch whether our humility will be 

ſuch as will abide the tryal. In this 

brief reflection on this excellent grace 

of humility, an honourable mention 

h hath been made of the poor Publican, 

that looked upon himſelf to be one of 

| the vileſt perſons that could pretend 

to mercy; but we find that he went 

| away rather juſtified, than he chat made 

ſuch a flouriſh with his performances. 

| But how did this perſon poor in ſpirit, ö 

0 but rich in grace, make out that he had A 

; that vertue of Humility and lowlioeſs f 

of ſpirit, that is (as hath been ſaid) ſo 

acceptable unto God, but chiefly by 


Confeſſion 3 
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"8 onfeſſon ; 


| beg begging: Gods mercy, acknowledging ; 
Pfſal. 75.6. h to be a wiſerable ſinner. Da- 
vid ( as hath: been before mentioned) 1 
while he was diligent in Communing 
with his God, and in the ſearch of his 
own ſpirit; it came to this iſſue, that 
he durſt not make bis addrefles to. 
God for his Protection, unleſs he had 
ſearch'd out his fins, and poured our 
his ſoul by an humble confeſſion and 
acknowledgment, with a reſolution of 
perfect deteſtation and dereliction of. 
them, without which we find in holy 
Writ, it hath afforded little advantage. 
Cain acknowledgeth his (in, Saul was 
not backward, Judas very remarkable 
therein, yet reaped no profit thereby. 
How neceſſary is it then in order to 
that, to put our ſelves upon ſearch of the 
holy Scriptures, wherein, as in a Glaſs, 
we may ſee our deformities and foul- 
neſſes; and are directed to waſh away | 
theſe ſtains, with humble and penitent 
tears? Thoſe holy Scriptures (I ſay) 
which are of ſuch ſingular uſe for all 
concerns; 
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4 ibn For holy defirine to make ns 2 Tim. 3; 


underſtand them; for reproof of our ways 16. 
ſubje& «9 Errors 3 or -correftion of 
ous rebellious lufts by Gods jadgmens 
on others ; for inſtyadis of our jgno- 
rance in inatters of Salvation, through+ 17. 
ly to fa arniſh uw to every good work, that 
ſo we may be perfect in God. This 
was David's confidence which made 


him ſo bold, to ſay, Search me O God, pal, 339; 


try and know my, heed y not that David 23. 
Hog be himſelf free froth (in; for we ſee 

his ond acknowledgment in Pſl.z1.3. 
He faith, there was no reſt in his bones 
by reaſon of his ſins, which were too 
heavy for him to bear ; his iniquity 
made him roar; but upon ſearc 7 


bis own heart by the light of Gods 


Word, he found this gracious anſwer; 
He that confeſſeth bu fins with 4 broken 
and contrite ſpirit , and forſaketh them, 
- ſhall nd mercy. The diligent ſearch 
of every ones condition requires no lit- 
tle pains; for there are ſo many va- 
rieties of ſins contracted in the heart of 
man, as are not quickly to be found 
out. The luſts of the fleſh rage hor- 
ribly, and their off-ſpring branch them- 
Bars 6 into multitudes of inconvenien- 

cies. 


28 Manuel of the Practical Par 
. - - Cies. The Devil perpetually ſhooting 
Arrows of filthy ſuggeſtions. The wor 

incircling. with innumerable: vanities 

ſo that unleſs he that led Captivity) 
Cuaptixe, the ſtrong Lion of the-Tribg 

of Fadah, ſtand up for our defence, wy 
muſt periſh irremediably. Here ng 
improperly. we may make ſome re 

8 flections upon that excellent grace of 
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=: which as a Load-ftone. draws vertue te 
= it, and then like the Sun dares het 
beams to refreſh the ſeveral Plants 
growing in her Garden; with an eye 
life up to Heaven to fetch Knowledge 
Temperance, Patience, Godlineſs, Bro- 
therly kindneſs and Charity to unite 
with her; for as it is ſaid, without Faith 
it z impoſſible to pleaſe God; ſo faich 
without it be evidenced by good works, 
is dead. And though a: ſecret faith 
can ſuck life and comfort from Chriſt 
withour boaſting like che Phariſee, yet 
it's neceſſary. there ſhould be a' confi- 
det; manifeſtation thereof, with Saint 
Paul, ho ſaith, 1 know whom I haut 
. = believed: 


7 Chriſtian Religion, 
wil believed: for as the light hid under a 
cover adde no advantange to others, ſo 
fich which diſcovers not her. graces 
wil by Repentance, Patience, Charity, 


Faith; cheſe being the ſprigs that grow 
out of the root of Faith. But a true 
Faith hath the eridence of the holy 
pirie within its ſelf by unfeigned de- 


ainſt doubtings; yet with an humble 
ear of that Text : Be not high. minded, 
but. let him that ffandeth jake heed leſt he 


ſineſs of working out ſalvation wick 
fear and trembling; not through deſpair, 


the Promiſes of her God, which are 
the foundation of eternal .happineſs, 
ſealing joy in the heart by the peace of 
our Conſciences, in a feeling of our 
Regeneration by the Spirits working on 


Juſtification and Adoptioh. | 
Much more might be ſaid of this 
principal vertue and ſaving grace Faith, 
but ie ſhall be referred to the concluſion 
of chis Miſcellanous Eſſay, where ir 


Thankfulneſs, &c. comes ſhort of a true 


ſires after Chriſt, and by ſtriving 2 


fall; and therefore ſets about the bu- 


for true Faith hath her eye fix d on 


our hearts Purification ,: Sanctification, 


muſt 


19 


30 A Manual of the Fraſtical pt 
muſt necefſarily-be diſconrſed of when 


we come to ſpeak (God willing) of 
the profitable uſe of the bleſſed Sa- 
craments. In this place therefore we 
ſhall ſlide into as profitable a conlide- 


ration of 


Hope, 


indubitubly neceſſary to attend on a 
true Faith; therefore we ought to 
ſearch what our hope in God is; whe- 
ther grounded. aright; whether ſuch as 
Rom, 5.5, males not aſhamed in the day of trial. 


As amongft Jewels, there are ſuch that 
are very like true ones, and often de- 
ceive the wearer, being counterfeit ; ſo 

as to graces there are ſome diſpoſitions 
that proportionably carry a like de- 
ceiving reſemblance, We have heard 
that even the Hypocrite hath an hope 
that periſheth; and on the other hand 
we find that even fincere perſons 
brought to ſuch a ſtand in this reſpect, 
Plal. 73.2. 85 to ſay with David, that their feet 
had will nigh ſliss; but yet even then in a 
poſture of recovery, while their graces 
have been but as living coals covered 
| over 


Wi”. 4 


enn 


1er 4.01 mn 5 Wa ee eee eee 


” * 7 FA ITT,” Lt; o — 9 B 
RRR * Kd * 0 a - 6s 97" P 
R 2. ö 8 * * * Yet? CO * 5 2 9 
i. I a * oh 5 * . 22 ; 9 : EIS '> 
” - . % * 
* . as 9 n 
” „ 3 
3 E 
LE 
£ * »Y 
s . 4 ' * — ; 
9; ' * 
9 4 5 
. 0 * ” * 
by 
5 * 
x 
. 


over with duſt and aſhes.. That up- 

right 7eb had like to have ſplit upon 
that Rock of diſtruſt; while in a mour u- 
ing manner he complaint, chat his days Job j. 6 
nere ſpent without Hope ; and that his | 
truſt was but as a Spiders web; or as 8.14. 


the giving up the ghoſt. Others dan- 
gers ſhonld make us beware: and let 


us make enquiry aker - David's hope, Pſal. 16. , 
who ſet the Lord always before him; 11. | 
therefore his heart rejoyced, and his 
fleſh reſted in hope; for in Gods pre- 
ſence he knew there was fulneſs of joy, 
and that for ever. But why did Fob Job rg: 


make this ſad complaint, ſeeing his 25326:37; 


faith carried him above hope, he be- 


ing aſfured he ſhould ſee God in his 


fleſh? God many times ſaffers his chil- 
dren to fall, that they may take better 
heed to their ways, and thereby ſtick - 
the cloſer to him; for the eyes of the py, 435 
Lord are upon them that hope in his mercy, 18719. 

to deliver their ſon! from death. It was 

a ſweet hope which David had, when 

he faid, he waited upon God, his pfl. 35. x; 
hope was, he would deliver him from ; 
all his tranſgreſſions. This made him 

bold to caſt himſelf upon the Lord, 

and with patience to wait upon Us 

i | W 0 
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 - _ who only in time of adverſity knew how 
Prov. 14. to deliver his people. The Righteom hath 
2  Hopein death, and happy is that ſon] whoſe 
J 177. hope the Lord is. . 

In a ſtorm at Sea when a Ship ap- 
_ :.% proacheth to Land, where indeed ſhe 
ſhould expect the ſafety of her Har- 
bour, into how many diſtractions are 
the company chat are within her forced, 
when they do perceive that nothing 
but inevitable ruine waits upon them, 
while they approach to ſuch ends that 
can neither entreat for them, nor ad- 
vance towards them (I mean the Rocks) 
the light of which puts them almoſt ro 
their wits end ; what's their next refuge, 
but only to caſt out Anchor, which if 
it happen to fall in a firm ſoil, their fears, 
their terrors, their confuſions begin 
to vaniſh; and notwithſtanding the Sea 
be boiſterous, the Winds ruffling, per- 
chance the Ship leaking; by degrees 
there ſteals upon them great meaſures. 
of ſatis faction, and conten: ment with 
the condition they are in, and ſo in a 
like nature from chat well-grounded 
hope before mentioned, proceeds that 
excellent grace of 0 


Content, 


F Chriſtian Religion. 


Content, 


which comes not in the rere of theſe 
ſpiritual adornments that the Goſpel 
recommends unto us; for as the cove- 
tous like the Horſe-leach cries, Give, Prov. 30. 
Give, ſo the contented perſon can be 15. 
abaſed without repining,and can abound. 
withone being puft up. This conforms 
us moſt to Chriſt, and manifeſts ohr 
faith in him, from whom we have not 
only our being by nature, but our 
bleſſed being from his grace. There- 
fore we ought more curiouſly to ſearch; 
what ground of comfort we have by 
conquering our covetous luſts , our 
Pride, and Paſſions, which are ſooner 
ſubdued by meekneſs and geritleneff,by 
_ a (ilent penicential mourning for fin, 
than by a furious ſhore fiery Zeal, which 
conſumes ſuddenly into nothing; wants 5 
ing Content to wait Gods pleaſure for 
our relief: for if Gods choſen Sr. Paul 
lay under Satan's buffetings, without 
comfort, though he beſougbt the Eord 
again, and again ; can we expect to 
have our weak Petitions anſwered ai- 
one! 2 ſoon 


Joh. 21. 
15. 16. 
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ſoon as offered? Not ſo; for great mer- 
cies muſt be nz waited 


' for. The Meſ- 
fiab was promis chuſabds of years, 
before manifeſted in the World; for 
tis the way our great Maſter deals 
with his ſervants, to exerciſe their 
Faith and Patience, whether they will 


hold out to the end. We ſee how 


ſoon Peter's confident preſumption was 


_qualled with the word of a filly Maid, 


and what mercy he found by bis 
humble ſubmiſſion, when his Maſter 
ſaid, Peter loveſ# thou we? three times; 
which queſtion ſo wounded him, for 
his three times denial, that he endea- 


vonn not to excuſe his faults, but 


meekly yields himſelf to Gods know- 
ledge of his heart; and upon this ap: 
al, we ſee the gratious anſwer of a 
sHed Maſter, he gives him charge 
of his Lambs. Nothing more ſatisfies 
the wrath of an offended Majeſty, than 
a real confeſſion. under the ſenſe of our 
ewn guilt and unworthineſt, as we find 
by David, whe: being reproved, was 
convicted in his own; conſcience, which 
drew. forth this paſſionate pathetical 
eonfeſſion, as you may figd in the 51. 
Pſalm, which no ſooner was acknow- 
1624 | | ledged, 


F Chriſtian Religion: 

ledged, but God ſealed his diſcharge 
wich this gratious anſwer, his ſins were 
pardoned, or put away; upon which 
how did the ſtorm of his afflicted Con- 
ſcience. abare , and the ſweet calm of 
Peace revive his drooping ſpiric! I 
am not ignorant that this Grace of 
Content bears relation to all our con- 
cerns,both ſpiritual and temporal; and 
that conſideration in a larger diſcourſe 
might unfold that riddle, that the beſt 


| Chriſtians, are the moſt ſatisfied, and 


the moſt difſatisfied perſons on this 
ſide, Heaven. To be diſſatisſied in ſome 


_ reſpect; tends to the greateſt ſatisfacti- 


on; or elſe what mean thoſe calls, 
from the Word of God, to hungrings 
and thirſtings, and pantings , as evi- 
dences of Sanctiſication? The object 


makes the difference, and the common 


uſage both of the word and notion of 
Content, makes the Object of it to 
be our outward condition, accompanied 
with croſs accidents, not very plea- 
ling to. fleſh and blood; as ſickneſſes, 
lofles,  vexations, relations, diſappoint- 
ments, dangers, with a multitude of 


other things which are troubleſome to 


that infirm creature called Man. I mighe 
7 C2 - largely 


# 


N 

+. 
1 — 

: 

i 


36 A Manual of the Practical Part 
largely expatiate upon this account of 
it. That it is the work of Gods gra- 
cious Spirit upon the heart of a ſincere 
Chriſtian; it makes him quiet, ſtill, and 
gentle, while he reflects upon Gods 
dealings with him, thence reſolying to 
remain ſatisfied with what he injoins, 
whether it be little, or more of the 
things of this life: and is humbly ſub- 
miſſive under all kinds of diſtreſſes or 


Tim. 6. 6, affliQions ; minding this, that he bronght 
| 78, nothing into this world, and it is certain 


he can carry nothing out. He conſiders 
likewiſe that little elſe but miſery is 
left by our Father Adam; and yet thoſe 
miſeries and afffictions through Gods 
bleſſing turn to very good account; or 
elſe David had never ſaid, Tis good for 
wwe that I have been «fflidied : but that 
which gives him the moſt ſatisfaction, 

is, that whatever happens is but the 
fruit of ſin, which he hopes through 
Jeſus Chriſt is pardoned, and there- 
fore in his ſoul ſpeaks that language 
Mic, 775. of the Prophet Micah, 7 will bear the 
' anger of the Lord, becanſe I have finned ; 
I will bear it patiently, ſubmiſſvely, 
and conrentedly without murmuring. 
Vet notwichſtandipg there is ſpiritual 
| reaſon 


* 
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reaſon ſufficient, for ſuch firm purpoſes; 
how often have ſtrong reſolutions been 
baffled by the aſſaults: of other kinds 
of tempers, that either inſenſibly, ot 
at unawares take place in the heart of 
frail and fickle man? One of the worſt I 
apprehend to be 1 


* 
* 


4 overon; 26065 0 
concerning which Iwill not diſcourſe, 
as it may be extended to all unlawful 
and irregular deſires of that which we 
have not in our poſſeſſioh, but confine 
it in brief to that love of money, which 1 Tim. 6. 
(the Apoſtle ſaith) i :the root of ii ́ 
evil, By money 1 do not mean thoſe 
Counters (of Gain and, Induſtry, or 
poſſibly of that) that even little chil- 
dren pleaſe themſelves either with the 
ſight or handling of them; but money 
or moneys worth, I underſtand to be 
of the ſame acceptation, and ſo the 
love of money is the ſame thing with 
the love of Subſtance, and that which 
the world calls Wealth, or Treaſure, 
which greedy- minded men ſtruggle to 
have a ſhare in,, whteher it be by right, 
C3 or 


By. 5 " . ah, = — 
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or whether it be by wrong. After that 
the Apoſtle had pronounced that ſen- 
tence upon that falſe love, you may 
ſee the grounds of his ſeverity, if you 
peruſe the account of the fruits of it; 
from thence proceeding Idolatry, 
Gal. 3. 20. proud Boafting, Blaſphemy, - Diſobe- 


IIa. 57. 17. dience, Cc. Covetouſneſs made the 


Lord effended' and.ſmpte his people, 

it being forbidden by his own ſpecial 

| command, And the wiſe King ſayb, 

pro. a6. He that bateth Covetowſneſs ſhall is 
16. his days. St. Pauls charge to the He- 
brews was, that their converſation ſhould 

be without Covetouſneſs; and good 

1 reaſon he gives for it, for (ſaith he) 
Heb, 13.5. J vill not leave thee, nor forſake thee: 

| and ſurely they are unworthy his mer- 
cy, that will not rely on his promiſe, 
which he ſeconds with this encourage- 
ment, They that ſeek the Kingdom 
of Heaven and the Righteouſneſs there · 
of, ſhall have all other things added 
unto them. O the ſad effects of Cove- 
touſneſs ! We may read it in Jada. 
A covetous heart feeds only on husks, 
empty chaff which affords no true 
nouriſhment; for whilſt they labour to 
graſp the things of this life, which 
ciennot 
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mandments, and therefore liable to 
eternal death. Gods commands are 
tender to every good Chriſtian, in re- 
gard the neglect thereof is a high 
provocation of the wrath of God, 
which cauſed that queſtion, What haſt 
thow to do to take my covenant in thy 
mouth, ſeeing thou hate ſt to be reformed, 


and haſt caft my words behind thee ? How 


diligent therefore, ſhould our ſearch 
be to find out that rogt of bitterneſs, 
which diſtaſts the rell:ſh, of heavenly 
ſweetneſs, and ſeeking. the treaſures 
of Eternity? and not dig like the Mole 
in the dirty Earth for periſhing unſa- 
eistying toys, There is nothing that 
more diſturbs and, diſquiets any mans 
ſoul, then to have taken a great deal 


purſuit of ſomething he thought deſi- 
table, but at laſt is either fruſtrated 


ok that which he aimed st, or when 


he comes to be poſſeſt of it, be, finds 
it not at al{anhrerable to the labours 
be bath beſtowed in the attaining of 
it; thence flows that thing called Diſ- 


TT: content, that ſo diſturbs and diſorders 


the whole man, He therefore that 3 


voids Coyerouſneſs, hath well e 
EE ene 
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the tranquillity of, his mind; but yer 


this is not all that goes to a quiet, 


calm and ſerene ſpirit; for there is 


not à grace nor duty (chat one enter- 


tained, and the other performed) but 
contributes much to it. It would be 


large to run through the Catalogue ei- 


ther of Graces or Duties; but in my 
opinion, 


Meekneſs 


promiſed. to. guide in judgement the 
meek » and to teach the bumble his 
way. The happineſs that doth attend 
a meek ſpirit, would put any, thae 
love their ſouls, upon the ſearch, 
what portion they have of chat excel- 
lent grace; for who would not be 


like our Saviour? and he tells us that Mar. 11. 
he is meek. and lowly, and bids us 28, *9- 


learn of him, and we ſhould find reſt 
to our ſouls; a mercy that the fro- 


9 


9 Js 


is one of the chiefeſt 3 for. God hath Plal;ag. 


* 


ward can never expect; for they are !ſa-57-20- 


like the raging Sea which cafts up 


nothing but mire and dirt, provoking .- 


langusge, or catching at unjuſt excep- 
diem, 
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tions, Meekneſs bath a bleſſing in life 
Mar. 5.5. and death. Our Saviour in his Ser- 
mon faid, they: ſhould inherit the 
Zeph. 3.3. Earth. And the Prophet bids, Seek ye the 
Lord all 'ye that are meek, for they ſhall 
be hid in the day of the Lords anger. The 


Mat. 21. 5. Lord tells the daughters of Sion, that 


their King comes unto them meek, The 

1. Pet. 3. 4. meek ſpirit in Gods lighe is of great 
| price; and he will make the meek 
glorious. , Meeknèſs id very neceſſary 

in all caſes; as the Apoſtie ſheweth. 

Gal. 6. 1. If we reprove, it muſt be with Meek- 


n f. neſs. If we hear, it muſt be with 


Meekneſs. If we entreat, it muſt be 
2 Cor. 10. with Meekneſs. If we are required to 
bo anſwer the hope we have in Chrift, 
we muſt do it with Meekneſs. We 
muſt put on Meekneſs as a garment, 
and wear it as an ornament of great 
value; for in the greateſt ſtorm of 
Paſſion ſhe is in a calm, and minds 
Kings 19. that Scriptures The Lord was not in 


I. 12. the wind, (of wild fury) ner in the Earth” 


Jeuuale (of a wavering mind) nor in the 
«nat. Sara Gre (ot inconfiderate raſhneſs) as thoſe 
whom our Saviour reproved, ſaying ; 
Lu. 9. 56. Te know not what *. Je are : bur 
Þ when the fill fall voice came, in that 

was 
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| Peace: Was to our Sayiour; the ſame £5 


knows how diſtaſtful a turbulent ſpirit 


eee @ OO - 


the heart, how much doth ir diſcom- 


that is as: 


of C briſtlin Reliplon, 3 
was the Lord. We find how pleafing 


reſpect he hath of Meekneſs, for ſhe 
is the Kings daughter alſo, and+fhe 


is to her beavenly Father; for it pro- 
vokes unto wrath, than which nothing 
is more contrary to God; but Meek- 
neſs is like him that hath done «ll 
things well. Truth, Righteouſneſs and 
Meekneſs wait all on him whoſe com- 
mands are pure, and his flatutes right, 
and re joy ce the heart, But the con- 
trary to this excellent grace that hath 
been mentioned, iaſtead of rejoycihg 


poſe the ſoul in all it's. motions ! and 


Frowardneſs. = 


A Froward heart is one of the ſaddeſt 
evils that can poſſeſs any one, ic be- _ -_ 
ing an abomination to the Lord, which Pro. 12 
made David to ſay, A froward heart 5. 3 
fat . from mt; for he pm; od fa. 101.6. 

red Job's ſaying; the connſel of the fro Jeb, 3. 
ward is carried .d lg. The Lore lh. : g 2 2 

| He | 
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| He hates 4 froward mouth and the wiſe 
Prov.$.13. 'King ſaith, The froward tongae ſhall be 
10. 31. cut ont; for, it ſoweth ftrife; and a 
16.2% vbiſper ſeparateth chief friends. A fro- 
ward heart findeth no good, and a perverſe 
17. 20 tongue falleth into miſchief, thorns and 
23. . ſnates are in their ways; they rejoice to 
| do wickedly, and delight to do evil. 
And can there be a more neceſſary du. 
ty, then to ſearch the heart, to have 
it purged from this dangerous malady, 
which is ſo hateful to God and danger- 
Prov. 16.7. ous to man? We read, ben 4 mans 
ways pleaſe the Lord, he will make his 
enemies to be at peace with him; and as 
the Lord ſaith, by the prophet 1ſaiah, 
Iſa.g7.21. There is no peace to the mwicksd ; ſo 


4 


may it be jultly ſaid, there is no peace 


to the froward. Solomon sdviſeth this; 
Prov. 22. Male no friendſhip with an angry man; 
24. have nothing fo do with à froward 
man; for they ſhoot forth arrows (bit- 
Pſal.57-4+ ter words) and their tongues are 4 ſharp 
ford. And as Jacob ſaid (in another 
Gen. 49. ſence) the inſtryments of cruelty are in 
, 6. their habitation; into their ſectits let not 
y ſoul come; fo let every good ſoul 
labour for the ſword of Gods Spirit to 
deſtroy this ſoul-diſturbing enemy. Now 
: One 
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one principal way to quiet the ſpiris _ 
of Ms "chin Jifturbing remper ß 
Frowardneſs, and to pet the ſpirit poſ- | 
ſeſſed with that bleſſed temper of Meek 
neſs, is to ſtudy all che methods imapi- 
nable howto live at BY 


n 


with all men. Peace and Peace-make- Mit. 3. 9. 
ing carry a bleſſedneſs along with them. Iſa. 9. 6. 
God entitles himſelf a God of Peace: 
and that we may be like unto him, 1 Thel. 5. 
he enjoyns us by St. Paul, to keep it 3.23 
among our ſelves. The God of Peace Joh. 14. 
fanttifie you throwghont. It ought ro be-27. - 


A 


our cbiefeſt enquiry ; ſeeing it was 
Gods Legacy to, his Apoſtles at his 


farewel. St. Peter adviſeth us to be 
found of God in Peace; when he ſhall, pet. 3. 
come to enquire, how we have valued 14. 


his Leagacy ; you fee what her aſſo- 


ciates are, Righteouſneſs,” Faith, and 2 Tim 2. 
Charity. St. Paul putteth a very: high 22. | 
value on it, for, he fairly it paſſeth all py, 4. 7. 
wnderffanding : you may ſee the ſad 
effects of the want of it, Rev. 6. 4. And 
the ſore judgments whieh enſue * 

| | od 


46 A Manual of the Praſtica Part 


God taketh his. Peace from the Earth: 

f. 16. J. Peace is the fruit of . Righteouſneſs, - 
- and ſhall be given to them that make 
Jam. 3. 18. Peace; and ro them that ſeek it and 
| enſue it, God promiſeth Peace in his 
houſe; and to his Prieſts that walked 
uprightly, be made 2 Covenant of life 

and Peace. And to them that walk 
with God in Pee and Equity, will he 

give the law of truth, and iniquity 

ſhall not be found in their lips; fo. 
precious is the bleſſing of Peace 

God commands to execute it with 
judgment, and truth in our gates, as if 

that did allay the rigor of judgment, 

and eſtabliſh truth; for where Peace is 
wanting, there is no ſafety to him that 
goeth out, or cometh in, but ſore af- 
flictions. Peace is God's Harhinger;: 

for when Chriſt ſent. forth the ſeventy 
Diſciples, where himſelf intended to 

come, he offers conditions of it, but 

if they refuſe, Sodom and Gomorra 
judgments will not be ſo heavy as 

theirs; for Peace is one of thofe ſweet; 
Harmonies, which made the whole: 
multitude of Diſciples triumph with, 

joy, ſaying, Bleſſed is the King that 


cometh in the name of the Lord, Peace 
in 
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in Heaven, and Glory in the higheſt ; 
and bath a ſingular vertue to allay a 
turbulent ſpirit. Bur ſeeing that che 
vertue of meekneſs cannot be exerciſed, 
nor frowardneſs avoided, nor Peace 
amongſt men, and with our ſelves ob- 
4 unleſs our minds are furniſhed 
wit | 13; 


Patience 


againſt. all adverſities and fad. accidents 
or croſſes; it will not be amiſs to ſpeak 
of that ſingular vertue, which is of 
that excellent quality, as it hath know-- 
ledge of the mercy and goodneſs of 
God, which builds up her confidence. 
by faith in the Lord, without diffi- 
dence under afflictions, not ſueing for 
relief from them, nor murmuring at 
them, but meekly ſubmits to it in all 
Obedience, ſupported with. love and 
fear, which in all events will calm 
rilings of heart, and with old Elfay; 
It is the Lord, let him do what ſcemeth. 
bim good For a patient ſpirit knows, 
God doth, not afflit- willingly; our 
rebellious diſpoſitions force him to 
— — e 
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ſtrike; which when he doth, "tis for 


our amendment, leſt we periſh in our 
own luſts: and therefore ſweer is the 


fruit that ſprings from the root of Pa- 


rience; if ſickneſs, happy is be that 
can preſent God with Hezeki«h's' me. 
mento, of walking before God with 
2 perfect heart. If Job's afflictions like 
2 flood oreflow, happy are they that 
can in the height thereof ſay, Bleſſed 


be the name of the Lord. This made the 


Apoſtle give in his charge, Let Pati- 
ence poſſeſs your ſouls; and when tri. 
bulation worketh Patience, we have 
the experience of Gods love : for he' 
will not ſuffer us to be tempted above 
what we are able, but will rather en“ 

able us to beat it, or make way for 
our eſcape. The Theſſalonians Patience 
in their tribulations was St. Paul's glo- 
ry ; for if Patience have her perfect 
work, he is compleat, and wanteth 
nothing. The Apoſtle ſaith, be pati- 
ent towards all; for the patient wait- 


. ing dn God fhall not always be for- 


gotten ; but when the Lords book of 
remembrance ſhall be brought before 
him, he will pronounce they ſhall be“ 


his, when he makes up his jewels: * 
| e 
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he will ſpare them , as 8 man ſpareth 
his ſon which ſerveth him. But all 
that hath already been ſaid, as to the 
getting into our ſouls an eſteem to the 
Word of God ; and from thence to learn 
ſuch leſſons tliat direct us to put forch 
out utmoſt ſtrength and endeavour after 
lincerity, devotion, humility, meekneſs, WV 
peace and patience , with ayoiding the =— 
contrary to theſe, hath been but beating 
the air; unleſs theſe endeavours pro- 
ceed from 4 


A true love unto God, 


which indeed as to all ſoul-concern- 
ments, is'as the Rudder to the Ship, 
whatever the burthen, or Cargo may 
be. If any particular ſoul were asked 
the queſtion, (as once S-. Peter was as k- 
ed) Loveſ thon me? Can we make his 
anſwer, Lord, thow knoweſt I love thee ? Joh; 21. 
and anſwer 'CMoſes command, to loye 16. | 
God ſo as to ſerve him with all the heart, Deut. 17. 
fand with al the ſoul? And can you fo 13. 
e love him, as to make him your portion, pal, 119. 
af with David ; and with the Spouſe, your 57 
11 chiefeſt good? Can you in love to Canr.y. 
e 4.5,” D God, !“ 
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50 A Manual of the Practical Part 
God, be content to lay down your life, 
if you are called thereto in the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus > Canſt thou ſo love 

Nat. 3. God, as to love thy very enemies for 
| 4445- his fake, and to fulfil the command of 
| Chriſt, our chiefeft evidence that we 
are the children of our heavenly Father? 

Can we ſo love him, as to make it our 
perpetual practice to ſuppreſs and mor- 

eifie our vile affections, carnal Iuſts, 

and inordinate paſhons ? which opens a 

gap to all impiety, and permits the 

deadly Hunter to range there with all 

his helliſh Hounds in couples; Fury 

vdnd Revenge, Envy and Malice, Hatred 

and Backbiting, Diſſimulation and Trea- 

chery, Hypocriſie and Vain- glory, & c. 

Of all which we ought to ſearch our 

hearts; for the Lord ſaith by the Pro: 

Zeph.y, phet, that he wonld ſearch Jeruſalem 

12. with a Candle, to "wg out and puniſh theſe 
that are ſetled on their less. | 

But how fhall we evidence this love 

unto God that hath been mentioned? 

In a manner by way of ſimilitude; as 

we do ſhew our love and reſpects to thoſe | 

to whom they are due, by our viſiting 

of their houſes , eating at their tables, 

accepting of their counſels and LO 

| and 


\ 
/ 
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and the like: Much what in the ſame 
mayner do we ſhew our love to God. 


Holy David invites all that are ready to Plal. 34.8. 
follow the guidance of Gods Spirit, to 'Y 


come into his Sanctuary, and taſte and 


. ſee how good the Lord is: ſo that one 


of the greateſt evidences of our love to 
God, is our 


Love to Gods Hoſe and 
 Ordimances. 


'T was David l great deſire to be, Ry . 1. i 


as great a trouble ic was to him to be de- 
prived of opportunity of waiting upon 
God in his houſe : for there he did af- 
ſure himſelf , chat he ſhould find his 
preſence in the holy ſolemnities there- 
of: for the Lord promiſed , his eyes 
and his ears ſhould be there perpetu- 


ally; therefore David would with Ja- 


cob wreſtle for a bleſſing. And ſo ſhould 5 
every true ſervant of God, delight wih 


/bim to haſte to the bouſe of the Lord, 
to breath forth humble conteſſion, with 


bitter myrrh of true conttition for paſt 
ſins, wich the incenſe of a thankful heart 
D 2 for 


Ezek. 47. 
Jo 
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for bleſſings received, with devour ſup- 
plication for preventing grace in time 
to come, as well as pardoning mercy 
for all paſt cranſpreſſions, There they 
will wait for the holy waters that flow | 
from the ſanctuary, to allay the heat of 


violent and unbridled paſſions , and 


quench the thirſt of envy , and ſatisfie 
the humour of Covetouſneſs, (I mean in 


thoſe methods ſhall be a way of recei- 


ving what heart and ſoul can wiſhor de- 
ſire, and that in goods real, and not ap- 
pearing onely ) and heal all their infir- 
mities: for every thing ſhall live where 
this River cometh. There they will 
wait for the Bridegroom, to receive the 
Wedding-garment of a ſanctified ſoul. 

There the Spouſe expects ber Beloved, 
to be betrothed by Sacramental Grace. 
There is the Marriage-ſupper of the 
Kings Son. There is the Feaſt of Fat 


 things,and of Wine to revive the droop- 


Pal. 27. 4: 


Gen. 28. 
16, 17. 


ing ſpirit, O therefore loſe no oppor- | 


tunity to be one with David! Dyel in 
the houſe of the Lord, and enquire in bu 
temple, what thy intereſt is there; for 
we find Jacob ſaid , The houſe of the 
Lord was dreadful, for the Lord was 
there, though he was not aware _ | 
| is 
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fall down, and kmel before the Lord: our 
Maker, tor his way is in the Sanctuary; 


therefore fand in ame and fin not, for the Plal. 4.4. 


Lord hath pure eyes, and cannot be- 


bold iniquity. Therefore farther ſearch 


we ought to make of the ſincerity of our 
hearts to God and his ſervices, whether 
out of oſtentation or integrity? whether 
not more for fear of puniſhment , then 


filial obedience to his commands? for 


it's not to be queſtioned, but that there 


are many good ſouls ho deſire to fulfil. | 
the end of their Creation, to ſerve God, Deut. 6. 13 


and fear him as he hath 'commanded : 


for he doth require of thee to do juſtly, to Mic. 6. 8. 
love mercy, and to walk. bumbly with him; 


_ alſo to fear him, and keep\his commands, 


which the Preacher tells us, z the whole Eecleſ. 2. 
' daty of man. But all theſe are ſtill in 13. 


relation to our own good; the omiſſion 
of which will cry onder for vengeance, 
chen all our performatices for. pardon. 


- From hence we may gather, there oughe- 


to be a curious ſearch of our affections 
to the houſe of che Lord, and the ſervi- 
ces thereof; whether we have not made 
a mixed garment of our affections with 
the ſervices of God, which is abominable 


'D 3 in 


This made David fay, Come, let a worſhip, Plal. 95.6. 
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in his eyes. Herein I do ſuppoſe many 
| ſouls muſt have a damp upon their ſpi- 
rits, when calling themſelves to account, 
they ſhall find their own luſts, vanity» 
covetouſneſs, prophaneneſs, and vain 
glory, &c. often carried them there, 
which yet have been guilded over with 
pretence of Zeal for Gods ſervfce. Here 
methinks I find a ſecret anſwer ariling- 
from the ſenſe of my own guilt herein, 
which forceth me with David to ſay, 
Plalng. Lord, who can mier ſtand his erroars ? 
12. cleanſe me from my ſecret Faults : for 
Job 42, 6, (with Job). 7 do abhor my ſelf, We can- 
 _ - not deny, but that God hath ſent many 
. ſervants, of his grace, by holy inſpirati- 
on, to invite our return from our vain 
courſes unto God, by true repentance, 
and yet we have ſtifled thieſe holy moti- 
ons, not ſuffering them to breathe out 
dne ſigh for us, or thanks for them. As 
Pſal.145. God's mercies are over all his works-; fo 
9. his Name is to be praiſed from the riſing 

of the Sun, to the going down thereot ; . 

which we may cruely conſtrue it to be, 

from the beginning of our life, to the 
period of the ſame. But now in re- 
gard that our love to Sod is principally . 
ſhown by a love to his Houſe, and _ 
1 E | Ordi- 


J, 


F Chriſtian Relights. 


"Ordinances thereof; we may begin to 


queſtion, How we ſhall manifeſt that 
love? for the houſe of Prayer hath of 


late been very much fligbted, and the 


Ordinances thereof equally neglected. 


Tis not. for me. to quarrel with any 


to 
/ 4 
/ 


concerning their difference in judge- 
ments, which they have taken up, and 
ſeem eagerly to vindicate, every one 
according to his own way: But this I 
know, that beſides theſe common enter- 
tainments in God's Houſe, as Confeffion 
of Sin, Profeſſion of Faith, Prayer to 
God, Praiſes of his holy Name, Diſco- 
veries of the mind of God; with che 
ſweet methods directed for the ſupply - 
of che ſpiritual neceſſities of thoſe that 


cannot by reaſon of infirmicies wait on 


theſe things in the Pablick: the chiefeſt 
of cthefe myſſerious methods of joyning 
God to man, and man to God, are theſe 
ewo great Sacraments, Baptiſm and the 


Supper of the Lord : the outward pare 


of either of theſe Solemnities, ſeems 
mean and deſpicable ; but the inward 
full of myſtery and wonder, which one- 


ly the wiſe God can diſcover, to the | 


comfort of bis people. To whoſe great 
and glorious Name, be everlaſting 
8 D 4 = raiſe, g 


2 


A PRAYER = 


Praiſe, Glory, Wiſdom and. Thank(- 
giving, aſcribed by Men and Angels, 
world withour end. Amen, 


A Prayer for a Bleſſing 
on the ſubject of this 
Book, 


The Word Hy Lord Jod, who in tlie beginning 
- of God. 11 wert the Word, for the Word 


Joch. 1. 1, was with God, and that Word was mgde 


I4. flefh, and dwelt amongſt us, to inſtruut 
us therein O let the wonderful operation 
thereof , ſo powerfully work on my heart, 
as it may break. open the gates of the inner 
man, and caſt donn the | KS bolds of fin 
and Satan, that the new man may be built 

Sincerity. up in me, in all ſincerity and truth; which 

: ( as thy holy Word ſaith ) will preſerve me 

Phil.1,10. without offence to the day of the Lord: 
For all formal profeſſion without this grace, 
155 & of no value, nor better then guilded y- 

Hypecti- pocriſie; againſt which. fin thou deſt pro- © 


. He. nounce 4 ſad wo, Hypecrites being ranked 


Mar.23- amongſt the damned. O thos therefore that 


131 1. canſt 


A PRAYER. 57 
canft do what thou pleaſeſt, vouchſafe to. 
pairge out of my heart all the leaven of hy» Luk. xa: 
pocrifie ; it being /o abominable to thee, and 1. _ 
dangerons to me : and plant in the ffead . 
thereof, the ſpirit of pare Devotion, which Devotion. - © 
# in thy fight very precious, as I find Ly Cor- Acts 10.4 } 
nelius, and many devont, perſons recorded 
in thy holy nord: For true Deuot ion is a- ; 
companied with the fear of thee, O Gad, 
and is carried upon the wings of a Seraphim. 
T herefore , gracious Lord, deny me not 4 
portion thereof ſufficient for me. As alſo 
the grace of Humility , which thow haſt timiliry: - 
commanded me to learn of thee, whoſe dwel- Mat. 11: 
ling is with the humble ſpirit. O dear 29. =, 
Lord, make me to be ſo happy as to enter- Pai.57.15 . | 
tain thee ; and let thy grace parific my heart, "A 
that I may become wile in my own eyes : 
whereof”.  beſeech thes make me ſenſi- 
ble, I/ a real ſearch of my own foul, ſo 
as it may bring. me to an humble oonfeſſion Confeſſion 
of my ſins, to which thou haſt promiſed re- 1 Joh.1.9. * 
mi ſſiun. And I beſeech thee, O Lord, ſhew | 
me the like mercy that thon didſt to thy ſer- = 
vant David, whoſe-intention to confeſs his Plal,32.5., 
ſins , afforded him ſo Much comfort, as he LY 
obtained the p:rdon of them. O let thy. 
Holy Spirit work 'ffeftually in my ſoul, on 

the confe ſſion of my ſin; which leing accom- 
| . - "_  panied 


* # 
4 
| 
\ 
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10 A PRAYER; 


pPauanied with true faith, doth never miſtrarry. 
Fah. Great Lord, ſeeing Faith is thy gift, for thy 
' Iyfinite wercies ſake, deny me not that, which 

| my ſelf I cannot have : therefore I pray © 
Luk 1.5. (withthe Apꝛſtle) Lord, increaſe my faith, 
21.32. and pray for me, that my faith fail not, nor 
Hope. #9 Hope be cut off, who have made thee my 
hope from my yonth ; yea, my hope # in thy 
Rom. 5.5. Weru, and that hope makes not aſhamed. 
Pour thy live into my heart by thy holy Spi- 


© rim s 6. rit; which with godline ſi is great gain. And 


Coverouſ- as thou doſt command to beware of cove- 


neß,. touſneſs, which is an Idolatyoru fn ; ſo, O 


Luk. 2. Lord, I implore th:e diſpoſſe/ my heart of 
15. that enemy, and fix in the place thereof the 


© Meeknels, /pirit of meckneſs, which thou haſt com- 
Mat. 11. mandcd me to learn of thee , it being the way 
24 to allay the turbulent paſſions of a govern 

mind. O Lord, thou haſt ſaid, theu wilt 
Pſal. 149. lift ap the meek, and beautiſie them with 


4 ſalvation. Oh! Bleſſed * ta 
1 _ ſuppreſs a froward heart, which is ſo abo- 
4 3 . in thy fight. Male me with Da- 

Prov. 3.32 vid to baniſh from me a froward heart, be- 
Pfal. 101. cauſe thou doſt hate it; and thy Word ſaith, 
. 85 3 The fromard tongue ſhall be cat out, for it 
ens (oveth ſtrite, and deviſeth wicked things, 

Peace; and & an enemy to peace, which is the ble ſſiug 
Pſal. 29. tho haft promiſed thy people: and ſceing _ | 


a 11. A 


| 4 PRAYER. 59 
haſt commanded, not onely to ſeek peace, but lai.a5.7. 
alſo to enſue it, (it being thy own worn & 9. 6. 
ſhip) therefore Father aud Prince of peace, 

| beſtow that bleſſing on me, that humbly ſue 

thy grace for it: And alſo Patience, for they patience. 
being born together, cannot live from each o- 

ther, of which ton haſt by thy holy Apoſtle : 
charged 5 that ſhe AY have her perfect Jam. 1. 4. 
werk; which made him ſo earneſtly pray, 

The God of patience grant us to be like Rom.ts.5 
minded, thereby to glorifi: th:e, whoſe love Prov. 10. 
covereth all fins : for in thy peoples affli- 12. 
ftion,thou wert «fflifted,in love and pity thou 13i.63.9- 
haſt redeemed them : _ therefore grant me G oP moe 
grace ( with the Pſalmiſft } really to love Plal. 103. 
thee, O Lord, and to have a care not to for- 2. 
get thy benefits. Let me love thee with all my Deut. 10. 
heart and ſonl ; let me love thy Name, for ls 
they ſhall dwell in Sion that love it. O let 36. 9 
me with David love thy houſe, for thou haſt Love to 
placed thy Name there; and th: Ordinances Gods 
thereof For they ſhall be thy people. And there- houle and 
fore let me with Peter labour to ſay, Lord, e 6l 
thou knoweſt I love thee; & with St. Paul, , Chrog, 
in anſwer to thy love, be ready, not onely to be 10.9. 


1 bound, but alſo to die for the love of thee, O Ezek. rr. 


]ieſiu; to whom with the Father and bleſſed Tok, | 
Spirit, be aſcribed,as is moſt due, all glory, he- Jo mr 
nour, laud and praiſe, now and for evrrmore. Abs 21. 
Amen, | | Az. 


» 
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DISCOURSE 


* 


our own Image. Let au, relates to the. 
calling of a Council of the Trinity, in 


0p * 
The Lamb of God, 
And His Satisfaction for Us: 


Od in the beginning made all 
things by the power of his 


he conſulted with his higheſt Wiſdom ; 


Man being a more excellent work then 


all Creatures below the bleſſed Angels. 
As to his framing, there was not a bare 
[ Let it be ſo, ] but Let u make Man after 


order to this admirable production: and 
the iſſue of that gregt Council was, That 


Man was made after Gods own Image, in Erb. 4 4 


rigbteouſneſi and true holiniſs; that God 
| gave 


* 
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Word: but when he made Man, 


6 A Diſcourſe of the Lamb of Cal. 


gave him power over all his other Crea- 
ures , and indeed inveſted him with ſo 
many priviledges, that the greateſt dan. 
ger he was in, was in being too happy, 
while it was in his choice either co keep 
himſelf in, or thruſt himſelf from that 
bleſſed condition. But no ſooner was 
man inſtared in his authority, bur he 
turned Rebel to his Lords command; 
and ſo loſt not onely his priviledges, but 
became lia ble to eyerlaſting deſtruction. 
In which deplorable condition, the mem- 
bers of the Heavenly. Parliament, beld 
anew Gorfſulrerion; how to redeem Loſt 
Men. To which purpoſe there were 
members ( Jaſtice and Truth, Merey wad 
Cherity) ſent down to hear, and deter- 
mine , bow to accompliſh that great 
| work, Juſtice pleads, her Law muft be 
Ezck.18. executed, ſeeing God himſelf ſaid, 7 
4- ſoul that ſinneth ſhall die; for God the * 
2 0.15. Tadge of all the earth muſt needs ds right; 
m for Juſtice was one of che pillars of bis 
Throne. Mercy replies, her Office muſt 
Pſal. 136. not decay, for his mercy endureth for ever. 
Numb 25. Juftice replyed, That Phinea by execu- 
11. ting juſtice, appeaſed the wrath of the 
Lord, and ſtaid the Plague from deſtroy- 


Rer. 16. 7. ing che People; for true and righteous 
are 


I Diſcourſe A the Lamb of God, ' 1 4 
are his j ad gement, and his Word. Mercy Joel 2.1 


bu mercies are over all his works. Juſtice 5. 


T5 23 1 dah. 4 — wh * 
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anſwers, The Lord is ſlow to anger, and of T vod. 34a 
reat mercy, forgiving inignity and fin, and Brat, as; 
replies, Though his mercies are over al! 
bis works, yet will he not male the wicked Num. 14. 
innocent, hut the deers of the Law ſhall be 18. 


 jufbified. Mercy replies, The Lord Pa- Rom . 1; 


ramount of Heaven hath ſaid, 7 will hawe Exod, 33. 
wercy on whom 1 will have mercy ; and they "9: 

ſhall. have judgement without mercy , that Iem. z. 13. 
will ſbem no mercy ; and mercy rejoyceth g- 2 Cor.1,3. 
gainſt judgement. God is the Father of 

mercy ; and he hath ſaid, Mercy ſhall be Plal.89.2. 
built xp for ever, Then ſpake Truth, and - 
ſaid, Juſtice carried not the' Sword in vain. Rom. 13 4 
To which Charity replyed , God hath 


_ diſcovered himſelf to be mercif1 ul and Exod. 3 40 
' gracious, flow to anger, and abundant in 6. 


goodneſs and truth; 
In all this pleading, there appeared 


but little comfort for the recovery of 
Loſt Man: whereupon conlidering the 
\. weighrineſs of the affair, the Reſult was, 


Mercy muſt ſtop the Sword of Juſtice, 

till a ſpotleſs Sacrifice might be found to 

expiare the guilt of Faln Man, and to be 

a Propittation for his crime. RG 
| | | To 


64 DA Diſcourſoof the Lamb ef God. 
To this Propoſal they agreed: where 

upon Charity with Truth began their 
journey; where after much ſearch, and 

a long and tedious way, they heard a 
voice, to which they liſtned; and forth- 

with appeared an innocent Lamb come 
skipping from Mount Sion : the voice 


| | havieg this Motto graven on his breaf}, | 
Ich.. 29. Behold, the Lamb of God that taketh away. 
| | the fins of the world, With ſear and won- 
der, Charity and Truth rejoyced at this, 
fight, and addreſſed themſelves to the 


peny, and with much ſatisfact on return- 

ed to their fellows, the innocent Lamb 
going with them: which, when coming 
together, the difference was again laid 


I'm ſtood up and ſaid, The great Judge of 
Prov. 16. Heaven, whoſe Throne is eſtabliſhed in 
12 9 righteonſneſs, bath ſaid, The ſoul that ſin- 
l. neth ſhall die, and his word mutt ſtand, for 
Cor. 1,20 it is Tea end Amen, Truth calls for ſa- 

tisfation on Juſtice fide : to which Ch. 


overmuch, nor too ſevere when thou judgeſt : 
for the Lord himſelf hath pronounced, 
He 


was not of bleat ing through fear, bur of 
fal. 40. 7. reſolution, with love, ſaying, Lo, I come, 


Lamb, who put himſelf into their com- 


open before the Lamb, where 7afüre 


Eccleſ. y. 6. rity replyed, There is a Text, Be not juſt |} 


4 Diſcourſe of the Zam of Jud, 65 
He would net contend for ever, nor be al- 
ways wrath, le the ſpirit ſhould fail that 
he had mude. | 
God of Truth, his Word is Truth, be hath 4. 


done wonderful things with an eſtabliſhed Ifai, z5.1; 


truth. Mercy replied, The mercies of 


the Lord are everlaſting mercies. God Pfal. 1 ro: 1 


is abandant in mercy, and he delighteth J. 


is mercy; and though bis Truth reach 1 Pet. 1: : 
the Clouds , yet his mercies are aboue the Plal. 1. 


Heavens : and his Mercy-Seat is ever 4- 
before his face. Juſtice ſaid, God com- 

plains that none calleth for Juſtice, nor Iſai. $9447 
pleadeth for Trath, Mercy anſwers, We : 
find che Prayer of the Prophet was, in Hab. 3. 2. 
wrath remember merey Another Pro- 

phet ſaith, O Lord God of Hefe, how 

long will it be ere thox ſew mercy? To 
which the Lord replies, I was jealous Zech. 1. 
for Zion with great fury, and am ſore diſs $491 5, 16; 
pleaſed: with the Heathen; for I mas bn 

a little angry, and they helped furward 

the affliction ; therefore 1 am returned to 

them with mercy. And another Prophet 


leich, J have ſeen his ways and will heal Irm. 


bim; 1 will lead him alſo, and ſhew conn 
fort to him and to his mournert. 

Then the Lamb began to open his 
mouth, ſay ing, What is the meaning of 
| E theſe 


a 


Juſtice replies, Cod & the yew. 3 


Y 
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theſe Scriptures ? (of which not one tit- 
tle ſhall fail) He ts brought 4s 4 Lamb 


to the laughter, who opened not his month. © 
He was wonnded for onr Travſpreſſions, 
he mas bruiſed for our Iniquities, and with 
his ſtripes we are healed. The Lord hath. 


laid on him the Iniquities of wall, "who 


Mal, Fe 3+ 


(hall declare his Generation ? It pleaſed the 

Lord to brulſe him and put him to grief; 
when thou ſhalt make his ſoul an offering 
for fin, he ſhall ſee his ſeed , and the tra- 
vel of his ſonl, and ſhall be ſatisfied. My 


Nigbteon Servant ſhall juftific many , and 


(halt bear their Iniquities, becauſe be hath 


poured ont his Soul unto the death, and 


was numbred with the Tranſgreſſors, he 
bare the fins of many, and made Interceſ. — 


fion for the Tranſgreſſors. 


Therefore to draw to a conclufion, 


Rev. 13. 8. Io, hear the ſum of all; I am the Lamb. 


flain from the beginning, I am the Lamb 
brought to the ſlaughter, 1 muſs be wund. 
ed for their Tranſgre ſſiont, and bruiſed | 
for. their Iniquities, my ſtripes muff heal | 


. their wonnds, The Eternal. Decree hath 


laid on me the Iniquity of all. y Gene- 
ration cannot be Found out, I was from 
all Eternity. My Soul muſt be the Pro- 


pitiatory Sacrifice, which muſt ſatiefie the 


rigor 


A Dou of tht Lamb of God. 
rigor of Faffice ,- and pacifit the endet 
Majeſty, and juſtifit many, and make In- 
tercefiion for” their Tranſgreſſions, Not 
for all the tranſgreſſions that have been 
committed finee the wonderful Crea- 
tion; for there were ſome excellent be- 
ings, that did fall irreparably, and 

thoſe were ſuch as were entituled An- 
gels of Light, but now Inhabitants of 
utter Darkneſs : but as it is the oy df 
Martyrs, when they conſider char their 
blood hath proved the Seed of the 
Chur eh; ſo let it be your comfort, 
that my blood-fhed will raiſe up fen 
mat. kind, to fill up the places in Hes- 
ven of thoſe, whom Pride and Reb efli- 
on hath hurled into the loweſt pit: foe 
be tllar could out of the moſt imprd- 
bable matter (ſtones) raiſe children to 
Arnam, can our of the poſteriry-6f 
faln Adam raiſe children unto God. 
But thoſe great wonders muſt be done 
by ways and means which he himſelf 
bath preſcribed; therefore Juſtice do 
thy. „and ſatisfie thy ſelf in my 
blood. I am that Lamb of God that 
taketh away or beareth the fins of the 
world; I am Heavens Doye, deſcend- 
ing (by the Holy Spirit recorded) with 
E 2 a hea- 


2 6 b f 
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# heavenly voyce from God, This i my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, 

— whoſe mercy hath: found out a way for 

Rer. 14.7. me, to aſcend triumphantly to Mount 

Sion, wich the Banner of Love ore my 

followers, and the Enſign of Victory 

o're my Enemies; and hath given me 

power to take the Seven-ſealed Book, 

out of his hand that ſitteth upon the 

Throne, in which are the high and un- 

revealed myſteries of God, where I ſhall 

hear that Song; Worthy is the Lamb to 

take the Book, and to open the Seals 
thereof; for thou waſt ſlain and haft 
redeemed us to God by thy blood; 

and haſt made us unto our God Kings 

and Prieſts ;- and therefore Bleſſing, 

Glory, Honour, and Power be to 
him that ſitteth upon the Throne, and 

unto the Lamb for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer 


| A Prayer to the Lamb 
ET. 


Ohh Jeſiu, the well-beloved Son of God, Mat. 3.1). 


f H be merciful ko Me 4 miſerable inner. 


O Lamb of God that takef# away the ſins of Job. 1.29! | 


the world, have pity npon me a miſerable 
fnter; thou that wert wounded for my tranſ- 

 greſſions , heal my mounds, which fin hath 
made in me. Thou upon wh, was laid the 
iniquity of all ,. cleanſe me from all my ini- 
quities. Thow whoſe ſoul mas made. an of- 
fering for fin, graut me or apy from all 
fin. T hou that wert dumb before the ſhearers, 
and openedſt not thy month, let thy ſolence 
expiate the guilt of my curſed ſpeaking. 


T bow who art the righteom Servant which Ini. 33 ↄ 


ſhall juſtifie many, admit me (though un- 


worthy) among ſt them wbom thou wilt juſti- 


fie. Thou that makeſt Interce ſſion for tranſ- 
greſſors, intercede for me, Thou that wert 
bruiſed for my iniquity, let thy ſtripes heal 


my ſores. Thou that wert only worthy to 
open the Sealed Book of Gods Eternal De- Rev. 5. 9. 


cree, open the dulneſs of my underſtanding 
in the hnowledg of thy will, and give me 
E 3 power 
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power to obey it. Thou that didſt aſcend 
triumphantly inta, Heaven, attended there 
whe — thinſet 6 having thy Fathers 
ame written on their forehead, write thy 
Fathers Name a fore hend, I beſeech 
thee, that 1 may alſo follow thee, Thou who 
art. a Lamb for innocence, let the wertne 
Bheveof cover my guilt. I bon who art the 
Jer. 2346. Lord our Righteonſneſs , juſtifie me. Thou 
who art the well. beloved Son of God, let Hea- 
Mar.3.16. hen Dove, the holy S pirit deſcend upon me, 
| in ſuch proportions of heavenly grace, as 
Iſai. 1.18. % waſh wy ſcarlet [ins as white as ſnow, 
an my crimſon ſons as white as moo. Let 
the Fountain of Salvation run continually 
8 on my ſoul, Gather me a poor ſheep of thy | 
Pal. 23.1, fold, and feed me continually in the pleaſant } 
8 paſtures ef righteouſneſs : for my Sbe p- 
herd is the living Lord, to whom 1 en- 
tirely ſacrifict my ſelf , that 1 may follow - 
the Lamb whither ſoever he goeth, Now 
to the Shepherd of Iſrael, that ſits between 
the Cherubimt, to the Lamb that was ſlain, 
to Heavens winged AMeſſenger, the holy 
Dove, be aſeribed all glory, Honour, praiſe, 
and thanksgiving , now and for ever and 
ever. Amen. "Gs 
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TREATISE 

Touching the FOO) 

Bleſſed SACRAMENTS : 
And firſt of 


BAPTISM 


ſtrengthning of our faith in the ac- 


knowledgment and confeſſion of the ho- 
ly Trinity, into whoſe Name we are © 


baptized. In which myſteries of divine 
_— we ought to be very ſtudi- 
ous, ſo faras they concern our intereft 


in our Salvation: but curiouſly to dive | 
beyond our Commiſſion, we have no Heut. 2 
warrant, though we are commanded to 299. 


54 ſearch 


Hich is the ordinary means 
of ſaving grace, and com- 
manded by Chriſt. Ie is the 


1 - 1 
* * 
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Of the Blefſed Sacraments ; 
ſearch the Scriptures, in which are our 
hopes of eternal life, they bEing they, 
as Chrift ſaich, which teſtiſie of him: 
therefore our duty is to be more ear- }- 
neſt therein, becauſe in our Baptiſm we 


put on Chriſt, receive our names, and 


are admitted into the family of God; 
and by that admiſſion conſtantly we are 
obliged to endeavour to ſerve him 
faithfully to our lives end: then are wre 
by Gods Spirit conſigned to the Ado- 
ption of Children of the moſt High , 

and have liberty to cry Abba, Father. 
Baptiſm is the (ſign of our .Chriſtian 

Profeſſion, ' by it we are made members 
of the viſible Church, and of our uni- 
on with Chriſt our Head; where ha- 
ving put on Chriſt, he pours clean water 
upon us, as he hath promiſed in the Co- 
yenant of Grace. Chrift inſtituted the 
Sacraments, and enjoined us to the pra- 
ctice thereof; which when we rightly 
perform in obedience to Gods com- 
mand, it becomes an acceptable Sacri- 
fice : For Chriſt bidding his Diſciples 
to go and teach, and obſerve his com- 
mands, for our encouragement faith, Lo 
J am with you always even to the end of 


| the world. Sacraments are ſigns of the 


mutual 


and firſt of Baptiſm.” 
mutual Covenant 


was, and in the Goſpel the Sacrament 


of the Lords Supper is, As off as ye eat x Cor; i. 
of this Bread, and drink of this Cap, ye . 


ſſbem forth the Lords death till he came: or 
as we may ſay, ye are mindful of what 
he bath done and ſuffered for you ; as 
it is written when the Paſtover was to 
be celebrated, for the Peoples delive- 
rance out of egypt; that day was to be 


kept in remembrance throughout their 


Generations for ever. And as a Sacra- 
ment is an external ſign, of an inward 
and ſpiritual grace, ſo Baptiſm is an 


outward ſign of aninward grace, which - 


is the ſprinkling of the blood of Chriſt, 


the vertue whereof mortiſes the old man, Gal, 
with his corruptions and Inffs, with a re- 


newing of the new man by faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt. 5 8 Ne | 

Bur how doth Faith confirm to us 
Chriſt and his Benefits? By his pro- 
miſe, that vboſeever believeth on him 
ſhould not periſh, bat have everlaſting life. 
The drift of this Sacrament with the 
other, being only to inſtru us, and 
confirm to us Gods everlaſting love. 
They are the Seals of Gods 9 
an 


73 
f eween God and his Gen. 17: 
People, as in the Law Circumciſion 118 


ca = 


Joh. 3. 15. 3 
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Of the Bleſſed Sacraments; 


and ledges of his Promiſe, and à teſti-, | 


#x0d.13; theſe to inſtruct them that ſhall come 
after. The true uſe of Sacraments 


ve conſiſteth of Faith and Repentance; 


Faith in Gods Word, and Promiſes, 


vith a full teyS and reliance thereon. 


Repentance for abuſing his goodneſe, 


and provoking his juſtice, and turning 


his graces into wantonneſs: for all our 
Salvation conſiſts in the only Sacrifice 
of Chriſt offered on the Croſs for us. 
And though ſome contemners of che 
duty of Sacraments, ſay, there is in 
them no conferring grace, yet being 
inſtituted by Gods Ordinance they con- 
ro and eſtabliſh faith, though it be 


Rom. teG aid, Faith comes by hearing the Word 


17. 


preached, that being one of the ex- 
ternal means, by which the Spirit of 
God works belief in our hearts with - 
out the Sacraments; the which Word 
is commanded to be preached to all, 


without exception; the Sacraments on- 


1 


ly to the faithful and penitent members 


of the Church; for they preſerve the 
memory of Gods goodneſs to us, where - 
by our thankfulneſs is ſtirred up to 
glorification. The Sacrament of Baptiſm 

is 
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is to conſirm our faith in the promiſe of 


grace, we being baptized into he Name Mariah, | 
F the Fgiler, Son, and Holy Ghoft, into 1 
'3 whoſe care we are taken; and in this 82 
profeſs our faith in the Trinity, whicly 

is the life of a Chriſtian. Chriſt ſaithy .” - 
Go and baptize, and obſerve what 1 c 2.0; 


mand you, We find his mercy ſaved us -:-- 


by the waſhing of Regeneration, and 

renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. Here we Tic3.5. 

have Chriſts command to be baptized 

in the Name of the Father, Son, and 

Holy Ghoſt, which (ignifies that theſe 

three Perſons are one true God. The 

Father receiveth us into favour, for the 

Sons ſake, and the Holy Ghoſt is given Job. 24. 

by the Son from the Father; whereby 42: 

he makes good his word , which he 

ſpake, in ſending the Premiſe of the 

Father to his Diſciples. But here riſetn 

a queſtion, Holy Writ ſaith, He that Mark 16. 

 bilieveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; 16+ 

How then doth -Baptiſm belong to 

children, who are uncapable of Faith 

and Repentance? Yea, they are of the 

Covenatit which God made everlaſting, 

which then was Circumciſion ; and Bap- 

tiſm coming in the ſtead thereof hath 

the ſame effect; for Sacraments have 
— 5 7 no 
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Of the Bleſſed Sacraments ; 
ao vertue of themſelves but by the gra- 
cious promiſe of Chriſt, whoſe Spirit 


22 with the Word, gives Life, and Sancti- 
fication; for Chriſts Word was large | 


after his Reſurrection, to baptize all. 


Mar, _ Yet God doth not ſo bind Salvation to ; 


the Sacraments,that there are none ſaved 


Kom: 1 T: without them; for his ways are paſt ] 
finding out; and for us to conclnde that 


all are damned, that have not the ad- 
vantages we bavei in order to Salvation; 
is as much as to ſay, that God is more 
ſevere, then merciful, ſeeing it is ſaid, 
that Chriſt died for all: modeſtly we 
are therefore to ſay , God knows wo 
are his. If an Ioan nt dye before it can 

de made partaker of the ſacred Seal of 
Baptiſm, God in his good pleaſure can 
ſanctiſie at all ſeaſons; as we find in- 
ſtances of ſuch, which have been ſan- | 
tified both in and from the womb; - ' 


and the delire of the Parents is very ac. 


ceptable in this caſe with God; who _ 
would have all his Church owned by 
this Character, to teſtifie their unity 
with the Catholick Church, who are all 
baptized by one Spirit in one Faith, in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe blood 
cleanſeth us from all ſins: and by Bap- 
tiſm, 


many exc 


and firſf of Baptiſm. mt 
tiſm, a Chriftians life is hid with God 
in Chriſt, . whereby we have right to g 
-ellent Priviledges, being all Gal.z. 27: 
the children of God by faith. Faith ts 
the Fountain of Life in the Soul, Bapti 5 
the Iaſtrument to ſhew: our Obedience 
to Gods command. Children belong to 
the Covenant and Church as well as 
thboſe of full age. Chriſt himſelf ſaith; 
of [ach is the Kingdom of Heaven. And Mar. 72. 
ſeeing Chriſt commands to baptize all, 14 
that word (41) includes Infants alſo, 
their Intereſt being included in the Pro- 
miſe to believing Parents; witneſs chat 
of the Apoſtle, elſe are your Children un- as 2:39: 
hely. Andthough God cannot be tied to 
means, yet tis not ſafe to defer a duty, 
or ſlight our Lords commands, or to 
deprive children of the ordinary reme- 
dy of Original Sin, in which all are 
conceived and born. Nor do we even 
find that Chriſt or his Diſciples did even 
forbid Baptiſm to children. We read 
Sacraments are holy ſigns of heavenly 
bleſſings, which though of themſelves : 
they cannotconfer grace, yet they are — 
as Seals annexed to our Pardon, for te 
forgiveneſs of Sins. By Baptiſm we be- 
come adopted children of God by a 
EP Idle 


Y. 60 


Of ibe Bleſſed Sacramentt; 
fible marks, and incorporated into God 
urge e & It is as the Jordan to cleanſe 
rom the Leproſie of Original Sin, 
the Balſam to heal all our ſores; they 
are the Conduits to convey the Water of 
Life: the two Olive branches, which 
through the two Golden Pipes, do emp- 
ty the Oil of Gladreſs into our Souls. 


We read Adam fell by the fault of ano- 
ther; und therefore it is reaſonable 
to receive children into Baptiſm on 


the faith of another. We find Men, 
Women, and Children entred into Co- 


| yenant with God, and ſtrangers alſo from 


the higheſt to the loweſt; and ſhall the 


Fews children have a priviledg above 
Chriſtian children? Or, Shall chey be 
denied to be members of the Church, 
out of which there's no Salvation? Or, 
Shall the faith of Believers in bringing 
their children to Baptiſm, be leſs. ac- 


. ceptable than theirs that brafight the 


man to be cured of the Palſie? Duly 
conſider the benefits we partake there-. 

by, which is to be made Members of 
Chriſt, Children of God, and the 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, Heirs of 
the Kingdom of Heaven; into which 


none can enter, except he be born of 
28 Water 


and firſt of Baptiſm. 

Water and of the Spirit : Of Water, 
| which is meant by Biptiſm; and by 
Spirit, entring into a new ſpiritual life, 
which is the Churches judgment. 
he behefite of both Sacraments are 
one to us. As Circumcilion was a 

of the Covenant made with Arab. 


Chriſt; ſo in Baptiſm we make ſolemn 
ofeſſion of our faith in Chriſt, and 


Word, and dbedience to his Commands, 


In like manner doth the other bleſſed 
Sacrament. 8 5 Pk 


and all his Pofterity, by the coming of 


d our ſelves ro him, by. faith in his 


Ich. 3. 3. 


Luk, 13: 
19. 


1 


OF THE 
Lord s SUPPER, 


of .Obedience to Gods ».lo po 

Do this (ſaith our Saviour ) in re- 
werbrance of me. It is an action inſtitu- 
ted by bimſelf at his fare-well Supper 
with his Diſciples, as a memorial way 
his Body was crucified, and his Blood 
ſhed for our ſins. By which he hath 
made our peace with God, and united 
us by-faith unto himſelf, and we are 
made partakers of himſelf and all his 
benefits, Even his who gave himſelf a 
ranſom for all; though none have bene- 
fit thereby, but ſack as lay hold on him 


I. the uſe it obligerh' us in point 


by a true and lively faith. And whereas 
x ny omit ehis ſervice, out of an opi- 
n 


on that they are not worthy to par- 
take of fo ſacred an Ordinance ; ſuch 


ſcruples ſhould be laid aſide by all char 


hope co be delivered by Chriſt * 
an 


— 


* 


Of the Lords Sanger. 
and Paſſion, from, eternal danmation. 
All: gur Preparations cannot make. ys 
worth, but he is worthy, whom he in | 

/hi$ meren acrepts us. worthy, for he 1 

nich, „ Srioft ange ſhall gat of this (Bread, 1 Cor.it; .. | 

aud, drink. of this Cop, ze (jew the Loxgs 26. 

Death dil he cam; which is che manife- 

ſtatign of his infinite bounty towards us 

„ ee Fallon „for by\che 

| eatingipfihis Body which was crucified, 

and drinking his Blood which was ned,. 

we berome one. with, him, and he wich et 


us ; for we; are.members of his Body, 1 Cera; 
though he be in Heaven, and we on T7. 


Earth, yet we are knit by one Spirit, to 
our Heau Chriſt, Jeſas; for, whoſe fake 
ve are xeceived into fayour with God 
and if. our, Obedience anſwer his Com- 
mand, we ſhould: dread, our neglect. of 
| the haly Szcrament; ſecing be ſaich, | 
Drink pe af of thi. And when be ſaich yer; 36. 
the Bread is his Body, and the Wine 17. 


is. Blood we muſt, apprehend it ſpi- 

ritually, f for. Sacraments are but ſigns 

ef what is lignified) for that which is 

* | {ſeen is, a corporal thing, bur what chey - 

lignitie it ſpiritual and every wort by 
1 


mmunicant is a Member of Chr 


1 0! a 
Body, he being the Head. Whst the 0 
Psd F Word 


*82 - - Ofthe Laus Supper! | 
| Word promiſeth are vilible ſigns, bot 
our Communĩon with Chriſt is ſpiritual, 
being Seals of the Holy Spirit. And if 
a reaſon be demanded, What it isto ear 
Chriſts Body, and drink bis Blood? It 
- is to be made pirtaker of Chriſt and II 
his benefits; for thereby we become 
one with Chrift, and Chriſt, with us; 
und by faith in kris Death arid Paſſion, 
we believe the” remiſſion of: Tins 'and 


Acer c. everlaſting life, chat we are reconciled 


17. to God, and grafted into CHriſt by the 
Heb. 3. 12. Holy Spirit. For Chriſt Having once 
offered himſelf 1 Sacrifice for ſin, ſit 
Nom. 2. teth on the right hand of Gad for ever, 
34. and maketh fe queſts for us: therefore 
we may witli fore confidence r 
the Lords Table, ſeeing we 
Meb. 7.25. Intef ceſſor tat it” able to K to the 
utmoſt all that come to God by hinr: and 
. Job. 1544. he hath ſaid; Te are my friends if 5 do 
whet J command ven. Nom we know his 
command is t6 come to the Lords Sup- 
Luk, 21. per; for he ſaith, Do this in mem 
19. brance of me, for as oft ai Je eat of this 
8 11. Bread, and drink of this Cup, ye ſhew | 
3 the Lor Death till he come, ſaith 
St. Pan; which is of fo large an extent 


* dür eternal happineſs ; as not to be 
— 


T 


2 5 an 


2 — :S 
„ Os: any nv er 
—_— or topgdfor-an- intereſt 
Hhniſt, und h his merit. :: W NN - 
111i FlatingitoaGdered the benefirof abe 
— —— Lords Supper; ienins 
Wed Teble of 


. anl. 
Ae feat | 
Sud, than; dr. Gread of, 11,99 6 
— »whateveno! Alf chaſe - ahat 8 
are baptibed; ànd have 4 lively faith in 
1 ell, khan pr;their truſt in 
him; And hope bor korg 1 af their 
os Ene fake. ll chat hunger ane 
thirſtaafter righteouſneſi ãd Chriſt; and 
all Ordinances of holy living. All ſuck 
as can examine their Faith 4 Repei- 
tance their Charity; their reſ@lucioa 
ob:Obedienco to all Gods Commands, Mat, tt; 
to ſuch is the Invitation of God ſent. 26. 
Now having ſhews whe they are thai 
are invited to come, let us a little con- 
ſider, Nhat the meaning of the words 
ares What is required of thoſe that 

come to che "PT" of the Lord?-for 

2 


there's : 


n 2 „ 


| o ar N 
-there's much rb bu byievery pie 
that comes ody, Duries. . — 

Law there was a Sic yearly habe 

Sommemorat ions ee 
etbeir guiſt and; joſi pan 


\wElL ar wett if b f eater 


NENT 12 


_ - confeſſion af theibne ond a labouyſh 
-redatin:cheocher;ourfrapes map beth 
Ae ſw an ————— 
1 Cor. 11. Me know fr, NA, Huleh, bi - 
a,  maiiritbin/(Uf fa 2ramyi forward. 


wenture, ) wichonefmbadin ochiis d 
Jer. 17. 9. mand; or — | 
— . all thing ww ops Gave oe eche more 

yo klas- desde bet! 

— anderes de deqger 3) Nm tlie 

ſoonerꝰ to prevemas. ! For:iifirheft be 

tile lesſtiaffe ctium toi ain $i fing t herr is 

wo foundneſs in thut heart :iiand tore: 

2 204 Hie diſorvers theie, a true cimmati- 
de on of the whole man is very requiſite; 


* lach as whereby: we may manifeſt; our 


endeavours , im conquering ira luſts, 
and unbridled paſſans ; giving up our 
ſelves to God, malthumifity, land obe- 
Wande to lis commands, how! contrary 
92 13% 8 7 |  ſoever 


>kAtinþeof evil — bi Auen 


f 


22 tha Spe-. 


ſoevet to ef νn eakit 
Word for the G6 ——— 
low Roadirva by e's RULING Y 
bee . N Abpkarz nor; e 
au , 
to conſider hp Mid E1jj ab, when 
he ſaid; He on Beds Prophet of 1 Kio g.. 
che Dord, und dis Efe chreatned xc be 1. WV i 
loſt bef&rs Y next aryb- What Tup ort Jer. 32. 26 
bad Ferchni¹ in 'the-Dithgeon Ur Peter Ag. 122 
in the priſom, when 40 de erecutel the 
2 diy: David zwhil danger dt Zi. 1 Sans ze: 
when his wives and family being 55 6. 
= captive, and carried away, all lis 
goods loſt, and bimfelf in hazard of he- 
in fond: yet here was fait, David 
comforted bimſelk in God. This is the 
ſure Anehdr which in dy calamity, the 
ſoub (it midi of ib ſtorms and tem- 
peſts of rhe worlds porrurbationg, thlke 
Devils; temptations or dur own evil inn, 
| clitations) may rely upon. Fsich is tlie 
main maſt of the Stuip of our Souls, in 
which; Chriſt being Pilot, can never 
miſcaræy. He hach ſo fuſtened all, the 
large Bills of our Debts to his 'Crols, 


= 


and ſesled our Acquittance with: 1 
Blood that if by faith, and obe tene 
, chen norhils” - 


can 


"wet 10 our _ h 


*, | -Deſpai r * 


Iphel. 6. 
11,1 3 


EM bones im ahs P5amiles and the 


1 


| e Haid, r9;0ur;;chargs 2 
| 15 & Ieſas, z. fes ar -incereſ "is 


Sil cracif 
ay d faith — ſeen 
incomparable ex 
f his, ©, grace; d ſufficient for ther; 
Word manted a ſurety: bus-they' 
ich doubt of that. unt hoth the ſtaff 


his Lave t upbold from 
But where; Faith jeads che 
Van, Love bring up che Rere 3 0 den- 
ger can beat off g faithful Souldier, from 


ſealing the walls of che. hezvenly Frrw- 


ſales, their zeqb wakes them-diligent 


ta carry Jacob's Ladder wich them, and 


Lore takes care to ſecure the ere, 
wich this invjting, winning MING: 
not, we have. the whole, armour. of. | Cod. 
for our defence, and the power of: hies 
might, wirh the truth of his Word 3 that 
, ab. things ſhall- work -together fer guad to 
blen that fear bim r uen in ſadneſa, pain, 


and diſireſe, thus x0 reſt conſideut, is en 


a0 ER of 1 fach. roy this buſi- 
et. not Repentance; be fatgomen, 
hich though _ in # daleful grray, 


eyes 


34 l9A 2 


Of ile Lords Sapper. | 
eyes ſealed up with testi, yet life up to 
Heaven, and breath ſtopped with ſighs, 


a voice uttered in groans, in a Pablicars Luk, 18. 


poſture, ; ſmiting the breaſt in a ſenſe of 13. 
her paſſed life, in which all manner of 


evil inclinationt produced carnal affe- 


ctions, which broke förth into beſtial 
actions, and ſo over- run the whole 
man, that there was no member of the 
body, nor faculty of the ſoul, which 
was noe corrupted thereby, and there- 
fore witk more caution to be conſider- 

ed. Let her welcome no leſs, though 
thus deformed, for ſhè had engraven 


on her. fore-head this Text, He that Prov. 28. 


confeſſeth his ſint, and for ſabeth them, (Wall 13. 


find mercy, an . if we confeſs ORY fins,' he 1 Joh. 1. 2. 


1 faithful and juſt to forgive them, and 

to cleanſe u from all unrighteouſneſs ; 
which conducted her with ſafety to the 
feet of Jeſus, where mercy rains ſhow- 
ers of grace on penirem ſinners, which 
penitence muſt be manifeſted, in all the 
offices of true repentance, by redeeming 
the time, in the exetciſes of holineſs, 
and piety throughom our life; for our 
ſouls being wounded, there's no better 
bath to cleanſe them than rhe waters of 
true repentance. The Sacrifice , with 
i y 27 SIO which 


. Of the Lords Supper. | 
which God is well pleaſed, is à contrite 


| ſpirit „ and a chroken heart; theſe he 


h ſaid he will not deſpiſe but if it 


were poſſible to weep Rivers of tears, 


Mat. 11. 
28. 


7 
ve muſt repeat; not by open rbfeſſon, 
which ſavoursof Hypocriſie, but by 2 

ſecret humiliation, and ſincere contrit i- 


* 


unleſs they; flow: from à penſtbnt eye 


they cannot ↄppeaſe Gods wrath, or 
obtain pardag; They that go heavy laden 
under the burthen: of their ſins, muſt 
lay them at the foot of Gods Altar, and 
beg to haye them all deſtroyed, and 
himſelf to be accepted, as reaſona- 
ble Sacrifice. Repentance is d duty of 
the whole life, and muſt continue. as 
lang as life; för as long as wevlive,-we 
lin, and therefore as long as we live, 


on, reſolve againſt ail ſin, which will 
be very difficult to withſtand; and 
therefare a true penitent will double 
his guards, watclifulneſs with Prayer, 
knowing that chere are none that can 
corquer alltemptations; yet take care, 


* dally not iththy ſoul, in the. Ieaſt in- 


* Elination to f but tell all the aids of 


grace to thy aſſiſtance; prudently to 
act, and wiſely to deſeat all Satans ſtra- 
tagems: xis- (4 confeſs) a hard task; 
for the belt are not always ſecure from 

| being 


Die Lund Sniper, 
being Tuvpriſed'; and choufb' they la: 
boar hurt, and eve begged to ſubdue 


the power of ſome predominant paſſi 
on, or ſomꝭ preſumptuous folly ; theß 
yet remain under the wexacion of 1 H 
Ky peeviſhꝭ ſpirit, which they ean bet. 


ter berwail than ſubdue: From hene 
Religion will tell us it is not ſafe, to 


fir ſtill under our own ſtrength, left we. 


be ore-· powered by temptation; there- 
fote at the Prophet ſaith "=p and be de- 
ing : ſo let us ſer upon repentance, and 


demonſtrate it by acts of charity; and 


dereliction of the worlds vanities; be- 
ing tendetly affected do do juſtly in all 
our affairs; to ſeek peace, and enſue 
it; and renounce all ſin, as much 
as poſſible; and that in reality, 
weighing our ſins aguinſt the juſt 
fears of an offended God to which we 
muſt implore the v ſfiſtanes of the Holy 
Spirit, to carry the aff&@ions of our 
Souls above theſe earthliy Domini- 
ons. The beſt evidence of our love to 
God is a holy hatred of all ſin: becauſe 


it's that which God hates; and there- 
fore dut᷑ greateſt grief is, or ſhould be, 


to have an adherence to ſin, or to re- 
turn to id. A true Pesttent will labour 


yy, 


» 2 FF, % 
© a7 ff 


to bring forth fruits of Repentance, as Mar.z,s. 


Jobn 


Of ge Led Supper. 
John Buptif# adyiſeth, which.;is purity; = 
holineſs, and. amendment of le that 
we ſhould dieunto ſin, unto the world, 
and to our own ſelf-intereſt; and give 
ug our ſelves wholly to God in Chriſt, 


Rom. rz. 1. which is as St. Pai ſaith, dun renſonabit 


ſervice ; for ſurely where but one (in 
becomes cuſtomary, we. ſhall find ic a 
hard work to ſuppreſs that: much more 
when we are. to mortiſie the ſins of a 
whole life ; therefore the work of Re. 
pentance muſt never be at an end; nor 
our watchfulneſs for fear obs; relapſe, 
which the ſoul ia moſt prone to, wich- 
Que a diligent guard prudently to ſe- 
cure her, from returning to her for- 
mer follies, which will fink her lower, 
and cauſe herr loads of infirmities to ſet 
more heavy on her; Therefore we im- 
plore thee glorious Lord, diſcover to 
us our infixgiitiss , that we may with 
great ſeverity labour to prevent them; 
and let thy!-grace perfect our duties, 
that waſhing our hands in Ianocency, 
and our Souls in the blood of our Re- 
deemer, we. may with reverence and 
comfort compaſs thy Altar, and beacce- 
pied, with thy Ble& to thy Table here, 
and by thy, in asse mercy, and gracious 
N a „„ 49 1622 mediation, 


15 
T 4. 


1 A BRATER. 
' | mediation admitted eo partake of ho- 


lineſs and glery in ty Kergal Kiog- 
dots: es 


r 


} 


4 6 Proper in er t to 
_ theSacraments. 


Word hat infitated boly Rites 


Church from the common 
2575 . = ſtarted np by va- 


Opinions 
| the Heſad Sacraments of 


: Baptiſm and the 


e- Lord 6 od, who in thy holy 


nd Cviewentes, a marks to di- 


| Lords Supper are very principal ones, Be | 


pleaſed for thy own 2 and the honour 


of the Trath of th by holy-Werd, to: manifeſt 


thy. ſelf glorious, in the preſervation there- 

= Oer : Saviours firſt Commiſſion after 
Reſurreflion was to Baptize in the 

Nane Father, of the Son, and 


Mat. 26. 


19. 


af che Holy Ghoſt, e, he that be- Mar. 26. 


UG. and is baptized, 


to bus mercy by the waſbing 0 
the Tee and 8 of the He 4 


Spirit, tber to mortifie the luſts of th 


II be ſaved. 16. 


3 S 


9d "A PRAYER. 
fieſh, that we ſhodld\ live no langer there 

in, and in his farewell Kahr "with bis 
Diſciples, gave not only an"evſumple to 

Luk; 22: follow, but alſo a command, ſaying , Do 
19. this in remembrance of me; therefore 1 


will praiſy | thee witheyy whole heart, and 
Lait upon lll thj. «hſp 1e ps 


1 re generati we .thy,H Arit and 
for the 2 I Le % loed of 


Joh: 3:5. thy Sen, who ſaid, except ye be born 
of Water, and of the Spirit, ye Finn 

: enter into the Kingdom of Heaven,- An 
Joh.6.53. alſo except ye eat the. Fleſh of the. So 


of Man, and: drink his Bloud, ye have 


IS 


no life in you bat they which Wo: Arch | 


ding to thy will have eternal life in them, 
and thom \ hnſ#. promiſed tha then wile: 
raiſe them up zt the laſt day. O dear 


ww 
S, 


Sauicnr » 1 magnifie thy goodneſs for the 


Revelation f thy. Will, in order to my ap- 

proach t# the baly Sacrament, of which 

1 Cor, 11. Se. Paul. teachetb me to examine my (elf, 
28. end ihe reſure I lbeſeeoh thee let ti grace 
Aſſiſt me berni, to diſcover. to ne my ne- 
ceeſſity tberebf, and alſo a ſenſe of "my ou 


© 1 mnworthineſs '0 ſuch anvalanble mercie t, 


n bich mæy praduat in me a perfett Joathing | 


of all my for mir carrupt ions, with a real 
dercliction of them; and bring mi to an 
| humble 


0 


$APRARER. 


Bult rf af ef all ny Rar, vin 
ityevepentuncecand godly ſerrom for then 
oth y> reflatmtions. of urn. wud 
Lefſed "Lal Vinchſafeieo:afford e 
Portions a dbyogracey\ m <congurr all 
1. Ya fſionieg: rand ſuhdaur uli ufa, rand 
Paviſh my uffectiont aft Pepin of all. ol 
Qidibdncerauiatnd further 

toc 2 ine: a> true 2 in iin 


Protuiſes with\an uni wer fal: Oletianct to al 


thy Contmtands.." 


O let Spirit d,mallun 
me, We 


alle dutids e all 
d-hipdle fur hun. dene of Feal 
and Drovtion in me, at may conſume 
earthly Affection and violent Pa ſſi 2 
per viſh anger, and rude diſorders. And give 
me aid from Heaven to fight manfulſy un- 
der thy Banner againſt the Devil, the World, 
and the Fleſh, that ſo 1 may the better 
keep my Wow made to thee in my Baptiſm, 
to continue thy faithful ſouldier = ſer- 
vant unto my. lives end. And whenſocver 
thy Invitations to thy holy Table are ſeat 


eech the, 


dit Mime be: anjtedantorrbte t 


\ 


forth, let me labour hard to get the wed- Mat. 22. 


di 
all ornaments of Repentance, Paith, Cha- 


rity, Humility, and Obedience. And fo 
rafting my ſelf as the foot ſtool of \ thy 


grace, 


zgrment of a ſanctiſed Soul, with 11. 


Wo. 
9 


ge 2 PRA, rE . 8 
Hol. 2.195 
20. 


— Tarn 
of the Land which belege; O Led, 
wiokebfuft ft ; 4nd All d love the 
ELuerd ſeſuiie N . 
Maly Spir 0 , 
land, e Fr 

ever moren Ren. 
b n e der a, aach. WY 
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|-.AMBME ere 


Fer thoſe who arecalle 
Fublick concern; Saber to 
Ot! ery 1 * N 

"© n. very a 88 

enn. duty; 72 of . avoiding 

| themſelves, and of a holy 2 


4 


L reſt ſpiritual and temporal, - both 
tor religibus and ſeculax inipfoyments } 
for many are quick-lighted' in the im- 


what's brought cloſe toit eyes. O- 
thers are foopen- ear d, as they beer all 
- that reflects as dirty upon her, but 
deaf to any ching that Touts" not well 
of themſeſves Dumb. to ſpeak in the 
behalf of others, though perhaps their 
Conſcience tells them, —— 


con- 


perfectiom of others abroad; but pur- 
blind at home, diſcerning voching but 


* 
03 


— Nanestiem is ones bobs pri in- 
*'vipal concerns, of alt our ince- 


Luk. 1 8. | 


11. 


Joh. 5. 39. 


Memento. 


condemned; but witty to palliate their 


own faults, though. ſpots, not eaſily 
waſhed. off; the ſayouring. of un- 


paths DS, tial en 
of our, ſe oy rw ant _ 


6u£Te 
85205 Words is 2 7 — . 


5 as thy 

18 ern 
i © exre 

many. 4057 45 {6 cobd 3 o- 

tliers;'- NE 5 —— on . * 


as perſonꝭ unborcetned : bin u ure 
commanded to ſearch the 5 criptares, 
(for in them . eternal life ſo o 

we with gest diligence to — 
bearts, leſteche Jig of euer ed ou 
ed throughꝭ ſelfiſtineſe or vanity: c chere. 
fore it hebdyes thoſe that are called 

to be Iaſtruttorcot others, totry he- 
ther che fear ond Judgments have 
not had, a Jargesriafleence; to reſtrain 
cheir-corrypy natures, than filial obe di- 
ence ta hi commands; 5 and whileſt. 
they repreve herb for negligence, 
or loofneſs im Gods ſervice do be di- 
ligent and revarent in their own whilt: 


tbey condemn, preſumption 49: werder 
80 


A IMements. 97 

to walk: humbly and in fear themſelves. 

They: that reprove Swearing and Pro- 

phaning the ſacred. Name of God, let 

them have a care they abuſe it not in 

of idle diſcourſes, Thoſe. that cry down ly- 

ing in others, be careful to ſpeak truth. 

They that condemn detraction in others, 

let them not black their mouths with 

ſlander. Thoſe that deteſt covetouſneſs 

in others, ſtop not their ears againſt the 

cry of the poor. Thoſe that condemn 

Impatience in othets, let not the reins 

looſe to their own Paſſions. Many more 

more might be inftanced, but let this 

caution ſerve for all: to look that what 

they judg as ill in others, they may not 

over - look in them ſelves, as Rom. 2. 20, 

21,22, 23. For my own part, I muſt truly 

confeſs to Geds glory and my own 

ſhame, that wharſoever evil I have re- 

proved by the Word of God in others, I 

am tainted with the ſame: and ſure. I 

am, that God i greater than my heart, and 1 Joh, 3. 

knows more by me. than I do by my 20. 

ſelf. The ſenſe hereof made David ſo 

paſſi onately cry out, Lord, who can un- pſal.cg; 

der tand his errors; cleanſe thou me from 12. 

my ſecret faults; which conſideration al- 

ſo made St. Paw} cry out, O wretched man Rom . 
+ G 554 2 


A Memento. 
#hxt 1 am, who ſhall deliver me from this 
body of death? before he complained he 


was carnal, ſold under fin ; for the good he 


would, he could not do, the evil he would not, 


be did. And if St. Paal found it ſo diffi- 


cult to fulfil the Law of God, how great 


will our task be? for he ſaith, he kept 


his body in ſuljection, leſt whilſt be taught 


others, himſelf ſhould be a caft- away: 
therefore ſaith he, Examine your ſelves, 


whether ye are in the Faith, in regard we 
know that Jeſiis Chriſt is in us, except 


we be Reprobates. Protract not this ne- 
ceſſary duty; for if Dævid in his health 


and ſtrength conceived there was but a 
ſtep between him and death, by reaſon 
of a carnal mans unjuſt diſpleaſure, what 
dreadful judgment may we expect, char 
ſo highly do provoke the great Judg of 
Heaven continually ? Haſte, Hafte there- 
fore, for the buſineſs is weighty. - Let us 
conſider, we have frail bodies, and thoſe 
ſubject to ſad diſtempers; we have large 
purpoſes, and but a ſhort time to accom- 
pliſh them; a long journey from Earth 


to Heavenza dangerous way, in which are 


many fnares, temptations of the world, in 


which rangeth the roaring Lion, the ſe- 


ꝗqucing Serpent, and a malicious Devil: 


therefore 


4 Memente. 


therefore our ſpecial care muſt be al- 
ways to have an open eye to avoid the 
allurements of che world; a liſtning ear, 
to avoid the whiſpers of the ſubtle Ser- 
pent, and the foul ſuggeſtions of a lying 
Devil, which to fleſh and blood is im- 
poſſible. For if our .firſt Parents were 
betrayed, who had the excellency of ad- 
mirstion and the moſt lively repreſen- 
tation of his Maker; we have little hope 


of ſecurity : only God who ſaid to Jacob Gen, 9 2; 


in his journey to Padan Aram, he would 
not forſake him, will alſo guard us, if we 
lay hold on him by Faith and Prayer; ſor 
to him all things are poſſible. He w ill ei · 
ther deſtroy our Enemies, or ſhow us an 
calier paſſage by Jacob's Ladder, which 
reach id from Earth to Heaven him chere- 
fore let us implore for his favour herein, 
to encourage our hopes, that we may ob- 
caig by the guidance of his Grace the top 
of the Ladder, where he ſtands to re- 


ceive all that long after him, and in our 


firſt ſetting forward, we muſt Petition 
him, that he will deſcend by his Spirit 
into our Souls, that we may aſcend by un- 
wearied affections to him: and for our 


o 
E. 


adyance, let our firſt ſtep be as Eaekiel's. BAR U 1 


was, lift up by the Spirit above the 
aa G 2 Earth, 


A Memente. 
Earth, and carried by Divine Inſpiration 
into Heaven. Let the next advance be, 
25 he 'was called tro View the abominati- 
ons of the Houſe of Iſrael, ſo let us view 
our life paſt, that we may come to a · per- 
fect loathing of out ſelves, and then in 
the ſenſe thereof meckly proftrate our 


that one ray of his Oharity may dart up- 
on us who are objects of pity, and ſub- 


— 
2 


Zꝛch.3. 5. 


1 


* 


jects of compaſs ion; to which if the Di- 


vine Providence eondeſcend, we may 


advance one ſtep higher, by throwing 
our ſelves at the foot: ſtool of his grace, 
thought clad in filthy ger ments, we may 
obtain that grace vouchſafed to Fehoſhns 
the'High- Prieſt, to take away the filthy 
garments from ns, & to cauſe our iniqui- 
ties to paſs from us, and to cloath us with 
change of Raiment, and then by Faith 
und Frkyer advance one ſtep higher by 
heart pantings, and ſoul-raviſhing affe- 
ctions after God, and from thence by 
divine aſpiration aſcend one ſtep higher, 
and catch hold of his feet that ſtands on 
dhe ropof the Ladder; for he is the Al- 
Thighry in whom we cruſt, and to whom 
22 494 4 we 


Memento. 
we lift up our face; with whom Wwe will 
wreſtle for a bleſeing, and not let him 
go: but proſtrate our ſelves before him, 
in Contemplation of his Excellencics, 
there to admire his Wiſdom, adore his 
Msjeſty, obey his Sovereignty, maghifie- 
his goodneſi, hunger and thirſt after his 
Righrequineſs 3--and give praiſes to his 
Name, which is great, wonderful, and 
holy and from Contemplation enter 
into Viſion, and from Viſion to the Poſ- 
ſeſtion of thoſe unſpeakable Joys, vhich 
neither eye hath ſeen, nor ear heard, nei- 
then hatlr the heart of man comprehend- 
ed, what God hath prepared for them 
that love him; there wich the Twenty 
four Efders will we fall down: and wor- 


ſhip him that ſits upon the Throne; to 
hom bleſſing, glory, honour, and pow- | 
er be Sen for ever and ever. eee 
eee Prayer. 
« Grader Lord, look mT W 4 
1 wroteh, , Jet thy © own 
creature, nndone- by reaſon of 4 
| bodyof fon, and death, which [ubjetts me to 
all. manner of evil. O \thew that cameſ}"intd 
the * ſave Fame Mer me not to pe. 
63 iſh 


riſh in thy preſence, with the ſaving Name 
o Jeſiu in my month. I heſetchthieg diſcu- 
ver to me m own unworthineſe, that 1 nay 
timely and truly repent them. Let thy grace 


| Felt that in me, that thou requireſt of we. 


Joh. 8. Te 


Mat. 7.5. 


Male me, diligent in ſearching . my win 
heart, ſevere in condemning. my ſelf, lat 


gentle and charitable in rondemning ther. 


Thos that art the Fountain of Salvation, 
diſtil upon me ſuch dews: of holineſs, a ma 
purge ent of me mhat ſoever is .diſpleaſing to 
thee, or © prejudicial to any; not cenſuring 
others; nor juſt if ying my [elf, but alu, 10 
rengeanber dur Sauisur t. ſaying, Let him that 
is without ſin, eaſt the firit ſtone; and 
al ſe.to. pull aut the beam in my own eye, [0 
Hall I ſee the better to pull ont the nite that 
% in my lrothers, Anke me to receive re- 
proof-thank fully, eo give it meekly and prou- 
dently, vouchſafe me fuck a portien of grace, 
as may reduce me to a better obedience. And 
by all thy merges; ffrab thin, let thy Ho- 
ly Spirit extingmi alt my violent paſſions 
end irregularities of what kind ſocwen what 
thow ſceſt wont ing in mme in order to 1 
gend, vouchſufe0 beſtow upan fer he 
Sons ſake of thy love: to whow with the 
Father, and holy iris he. all glory, honotr, 


Power, might, majeſty yg And di; _ 


and for evermore, Amen, 


103 
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A Contemplation 


OF 
GO DSGS MERC 
„ 
Man;s MISERV. 


VN the beginning was the Word, aud the Joh. 1, 1: 
Word mas God, and in God; whoſe 
love invited its ſelf (for no other 

thing could deſerve it, )to communicate 

its ſelf, and produce creatures out of 
nothing; with forms and qualities various 
and admirable. Moreover the great Ar- 
chitet of the World, out of Earth 
and Duſt framed eur Bodies, of comely 
ſhape, perfectly accompliſhed; ſome 
to veſſels of honour, ennobled with 

. Wiſdom, Knowledg', Underſtanding, 

Judgment, Memory, Setiſes, Reaſon, 

Will, and Affections; witli vertues and 

graces in the heart and foul's for the 

. | G 4 leaſt 
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A Contemplation of God's Merey 


leaſt of which we owe the ſervice of . 


our whole life; for to be deprived. of 
any one of theſe would render us but 
as the beaſts that periſh, And farther 
he honours us with the higheſt dignity 
that poor mortals can be capable of , 

which is, to ſerve him, who is the high 
Lord of Heaven and Barth; which is, 
all the Rent he requires of us for our 
lives, wich the accommodations of 
health, wealth, liberty, and all other 
good things we do enjoy: for we 
are but Teflants at will, and have no 
power of our ſelves. And when we 


conſider that God hath drawn us out 
of nothing, and that he can in a moment 


reduce us to our firſt principle of no- 
thing; who can but in a holy rapture 
»dmire his Infiniteneſs, adore his Ma- 
jeſty, acknowledg his Goodneſs, trem- 
ble at his Judgments, and melt into 
ſoul raviſhing affections for his Love ? 
Again, when we-co:.fider the ingrati- 
tude of our rebellious nature, which in 
a7 inſtant degriyed us of all happineſs, 
and left us liable to all che direful judg- 
ments which an abuſed mercy could in- 
et; and, rhoſe members which were 
ee their, Mekeregiory, are now br 
je 


1 13 


and Man's Miſery. 
Je& to all doleful malady, and fearful 
judgments, which are the portions of 
lin: for thoſe eyes that were made to 
be lift up to Heaven in pure devotion, 
are now aſhamed to look toward the 


pace where their Makers Honour dnel- r 8. 


eth, when they behold themſelves be- 
reft of their purity. Take a view of 


every other member of the body, and FT 


obſerve how weakneſs is mixed with 
miſery, and ore-flown with calamity of 
body, and unſufferable paſſions of 
mind: breathing forth nothing but con- 
demnation, deſtruction, and death. 01 
the ſecret labyrinth into which Satan 
2 the ſoul, and then leaves it in de- 

ſpair, withour hope to get out, or poſ- 

ibility of ſweet repoſe. to body or 
W but liable to all miſ- fortunes, 
and all theſe for our rebellion againſt 


our great Creator, whoſe gracious Pro- Pfal. 6. 
vidence can make the Deſart a pleaſant 3453 $336: 


entertainment to his ſervants, and a 
fruitful Land to become barren to the 
wicked, who are ſtrangers to the ways 
of vertue; for vertue draws blefling 

and felicity to it: but the hearts of the 


wicked are ſo filled with bitterneſs, that © - 


they can.find no remedy, eaſe, or re- 


tet. ---* 


tos A Contemplation of Jod Mercy) 


lief. From hence let us ruminate the 

ſtate of our ſouls, when totally loſt, 

for whoſe redemption nothing could 

ſatisſie, but the blood of his only Son: 
beide, his incomparable bleſſings on our 
— 3. bodies, having made them his Temples, 
7 which is of ſo great advantage to us, 
2 thereby we receive his commands, 
i Job. 5.3. (hich are not grievous and are taught 
Deut. 10, our duty; which is to fear him, and to 
12513. walk in all his ways , to love him and to 
ferve him, with all aur hearts and with all 

our ſouliʒ and to keep his Commandments aud 

tatatet, which he hath appointed for our 

good. To which he hath annexed many 
Sracions Promiſes, which as ſo many 
Anchors ſecure the Ship of 'our Souls 

from linking; as that when we 5 

* Tribulas throwgh the * waters, he will be with ua 
. that we ſhall not be drowned : and through 
1 the Þ fire we ſhall not be burnt; for we are 
114.43. 2, Precious in his ſight, honourable, and 
3. beloved of the holy one our Saviour. 
And farther, he hath givenus the liber- 

10a. 43. 26. ty to ſpeak freely to him, and to put 
The Fim in reme mbrarce, that we may be juſti- 
races of fied. Again, he bath promiſed, to pour 
clean water upon tu, to cleanſe u from 


Ezek. 36. bur filthineſs, to enable us to walk in his 
25. Statutes, 


and Man's Miſery: 
Statutes, to keep his Judgments and to 
do them. And that he will never de- 
part from us, to do vs good, nor ſuffer 
us to depart from him. And that which 


is above all, to marry wi to himſelf, in Hol. 2. 19, 
righteouſneſs, mercy, compaſſion and f aith- 20. 


fulneſs : all which gives us cauſe to ad- 
mire the height, the depth, the length 
and breadth of the excellenty of Chriſt, 
Jeſus, which paſſeth all underſtanding ! 
From hence let us proceed to exami- 
nation; how we have anſwered his de- 
mands, and performed the Covenant 
which we made in Baptiſm; but how 
flack we have been in the performance 
thereof, - he only knows; who is the 
ſearcher of hearts: and yet ſo auda- 
cious we are, as we preſume to preſs. 
God to the performance: of his Cove- 
nant, but forget our owh ;' not conli- 
dering that all Gods Promiſes are con - 
ditional to choſe that keep his Seatures 3 
and though the Lord hath promiſed to 


do all cheſe for his own ſake, yet will Exek. 36, 


he be ſonght unto by the Houſe of Iſrael 37. 
to perform it to them. Therefore it is 
high time to conſult that Judgment and 


Reaſon wherewith he hath endued us, 
kow to fedeem what we cannot recal, 


and 
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and to petition his Grace to convey in- 
to us ſuch portions of his Spirie as may 
enable us co make ſome returns of love 
to him, who is in goodneſs” infinite, 
-: Fatherly in mercy to us, who are his 
little beings created by him, in ſending 
up flames of holy devotion ; as when 
the gentle Rain deſcends upon the 
Earth, making it fruitful to bring forth, 
then in ſome ſweet ejaculations praying 
that the dew of the Holy Spirit may de- 


ſcend upon our barren ſouls to make it 
fruitful in Praiſes and Thankſgivings. 


en Thunder and Lightning rend 
Clouds, Storms, Inundations and 
Earth-quakes, thoſe minifters of Juſtice 
are ſent abroad, then to petition for ſome 
influences of grace, to ſecure his holy 
humbled ones, as he did the Children of 
Iſrael, when his judgments were terri- 
ble among their, Enemies:for all che Ele- 
ments arm themſelves in Gods quarrel, 
and at his leaſt Command: as we read, the 
water by drowning the old world, the 
Sen ly. 12. fire by burging Sodom and Gomorrah, the 
Gen. 19. Air by driving back the Waters upon 
24. the Agyptiant, the Earth by ſwallowing 
3 1% up Corab, Dai han, and Aliram; for God 
Numb xs, is the Conquerour, who can ſubdue 
31. what 


and Man's Miſery. 
what he pleaſe, bis Power buy invin- 
cible, his Faith inviolable, his Promiſe 
unalterable, his Word infalllble, and 
his Favours innumerable. We read the 
Soul of a good man is a Palace in which 
be delights to ſet his Throne, and he 
'hath promiſed not to abandon thoſe 
that ferve him; for ſweet is that yoke 
that relates us ro Chriſt, whoſe ſervice 
is our freedom, and makes us every way 
happy; and bleſſed is that life that loves 
and fears nothing but God, whoſe Provi- 
dence is a Store-houſe for all our needs, 


and never wants a tender ſaving com- 


paſſion for thoſe that in'a holy Paſſion 
hunger and thirſt for his Grace; for 
Heavens eyes and ears are always open 
to relieve the oppreſſed: and Charity 
the Almoner of Heaven flies ſwift, car- 
ried on the wings of delirez which ex- 
pands its bounty to all that in humilicy, 
innocence, or true repentance ſue to 
"Heaven for Sanftuary, And in regard 
our ſtate of life is uncertain, (the date 
thereof being almoſt expired (for oughe 
we know) it is requilite to make baſte 
to ask counſel of Wiſdom, who will 
adviſe us to throw our ſelves down at 
the foot-Rool of Providence, and 
there 


A Contemplation of God's Mercy, &cc. 


there reſign our ſelves &- attend his 
pleaſure, as adelinquent, humbly and 
penitently to wait for pardon. . As a 
ſervant „ wait with cheerfulneſs his 
commands, As an Orphan, wait with 
Patience for a Guardian. As a Child, 
wait in Obedience for a Benediction: 
As a Spouſe, wait in an endeared affe“ 
ction for the Bridegroom; ſo waiting 
in the ſeveral qualifications of relations, 
we may be aſſured we have a powerful 
God to defend us, an All- ſufficient God 
to provide for us, a Jeſus to our Savi- 
our, an only Son for our Advocate, and 
the Holy Spirit to inftruR us, who is 
the Pillar of Saints, light to the blind 
in the obſcurity of Ignorance; and an 
Arbour to ſerve againſt the ſcorching 
heat of the day of Perſecution. 


$$45435 #342245 
The Prayer. 


Oh Lord God, permit thy poor 
ſervant to [peak to thy Ma. 

1 %%, who in the ſenſe of thy 
mercy, and my own wnworthineſt , pour out 
my ſoul before thee, Great Lord, I con- 
feſs, thou madeſt mne F nothing , in which 
ffate I could not fin; but ſince I haue 
made my ſelf morſe than nothing, by mar- 
ring thy ＋ workmanſhip through ſin t 
which though 1 cannot hide from thy fight, 
Jet I beſeech thee blot ont of thy remem- 
brance. Aud though their voice cries loud 


for vengeance, yet Lord hear the Prayer of 


Feſus which cries louder for pardon ; (Fa- 
ther forgive thens, they know not what they 
do) Ah Lord, help mi, who cannot tell 
what to ſay , for anſwering thy excerding 
kindneſs with ſo great ingratitude, when 
having created me after thy own Image, 1 
by my rebellion have ſo defaced it , as now 
it cannot be known to bethine: and where- 
as thon madeſt my body to be thy Tengen 1 

ave 
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have made it 4 den of thieves ; and thereby 
an left without excaſe , for defacing the 
one, and altering the uh ws of the other: 
Jet grac ibu Lord, who haſt eternal Trea- 
ſures ef Graces, vonchſaft; te renew thy 
Junge in me, and once more puriſie wy 
heart that it may be a Temple for thy Holy 
Spirit to inhabit: and with a C 6al from 
thy Altar kindle ſuch holy fire therein, as 
may conſume all carnal affeflions, or what- 
ſerver doth offend thee; and that the 
flames of divine Love may aſcend in ſuck 
pure Devotions , à may be an acceptable || 
Sacrifice to God the Father, Son, and Holy, 
Ghoſt. To whom be all glery, honour and 


praiſe, world within) end. Amen.. 
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